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NEWS PLUS 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 
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SCOTTISH VISIT 


BIRMINGHAM BONANZA 

On Sunday 8 October, the Transport Museum, Wythall celebrated 40 
years since Birmingham’s rear-entrance buses last ran. There are some 
new arrivals and a new restoration at Aldridge too! 

RETURN JOURNEY: BIRMINGHAM IN THE I960S 

What better way to finish off our Birmingham Bonanza than to pay a 
return visit to the city I960s-style. Captions by MALCOLM KEELEY. 

ON THE ROAD 

This month’s selection of older buses and coaches doing what they do 
best is presented by DAVID JUKES. 

RE RETURN 

The newest surviving Bristol RE is now restored and becoming a part 
of local folklore faraway from its original Northern Ireland stamping 
ground. NICK LARKIN reports. 
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We at B&CP are always mindful that we do not get to Scotland as 
often as we should, so this month our introductory feature takes 
a look at Scotland in the 1970s when Lodekkas, Lowlanders and 
Leylands were commonplace. 

MAIN PICTURE: On 25 August 1971 Inverness bus station played 
home to this pair of Highland Omnibuses double-deckers. 1956 
Bristol LD6G L4 (NSG 783) was new to Scottish Omnibuses 
and would see later service with McDonald Invergordon and 
Newton West End Garage, whilst former Western SMT 1963 
Alexander-bodied Albion Lowlander LRI AL26 (UCS 629) 
awaits departure on a local service to Culduthel Hospital. 
Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

RIGHT: Western 1768 (RCS 356), a 1961 Leyland PD3A/3 is seen 
bound for Irvine in October 1976. 


RETURN JOURNEY: ULSTER REVISITED 30 

Our second trip back in time this month takes us to Northern Ireland 
in the late- 1990s. 

SIX OF ONE... 34 

The seventh Wiston Steam Rally, held on 8/9 July, included quality 
line-ups of buses and coaches. DAVID and GRACE JUKES report on the 
first day’s attractions. 


FAR RIGHT: It’s April 1977 and Western 1627 (RAG 393), a 1961 
Bristol FS6G is seen engaged in private hire duties. Already 16 
years old, this venerable Lodekka would, following withdrawal 
in 1978, join Top Deck Travel and names Nero, see the world! 


SHOWBUS 2017 36 

Showbus International returned to Donington Park on Sunday 17 
September. SIMON GILL brings us a selection of the entries that took part. 

BUSES IN THE DALES 38 

Sunday 8 October saw this year’s Yorkshire Dales running day take 
place in Skipton. Here we bring you some highlights. 

BEADLE’S ABOUT 41 

Quantock’s latest acquisition is an East Kent Beadle rebuild — it’s 
already out and about! 

THE FINAL RESTORATION — PART 2 46 

SIMON GILL brings us the final part of the fascinating story behind the 
restoration of Todmorden Joint Omnibus Committee Leyland Tiger TS6 
No 15 (YG 7831). 

COACHING CLASSICS: VAN HOOL 52 

In this feature we take a look at some of the early Van Hool coaches 
to find favour in the British Isles. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: BRISTOL COACHES 57 

Like their double-deck counterparts, postwar Bristol saloons and 
coaches were popular with those looking for indestructible vehicles to 
perform a variety of roles, both PSV and non-PSV. 

THE HEART OF YOUR VEHICLE 58 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN discusses engines. 

THE MODEL PAGE 62 

NIGEL APPLEFORD examines EFE’s Leyland Titan BI5 in post-London 
colours. 

OFF ROUTE 66 

A curious fusion of Marilyn Monroe and Routemaster, a look back at 
Bradford and a preservationist’s seeming research for divine guidance are 
among this month’s contributions from NICK LARKIN. 


BUSMART 69/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


COVER: Birmingham 2222 (JOJ 222) is the sole remaining Park 
Royal-bodied Leyland PD2 from the undertaking’s batch of 50 
Read all about it on page 14. PHILIP LAMB 



2 


www.presbuspublishing.com 











































































YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE NOW 



76DR-004 
BAMBER BRIDGE 
DUPLE ROADMASTER 

(Excursion) 

£15 


76 PD2-004 
SAMUEL LEDGARD 
LEYLAND TITAN 

(llkley via Guiseley) 

£18 



76PAN-006 BERE REGIS 
PLAXTON PANORAMA £15 


76PD2-005 EDINBURGH 
LEYLAND TITAN £18 


OXFORD NEW FOR 2018 


43WFA-001 SOUTH WALES WEYMANN FANFARE (£30) RRP £39.95 

Oxford 25 year Special 

76COM-007 SKYWAYS - COMMER COMMANDO (£14) RRP £16.45 

HUV 40 

76OWB-013 BELFAST - BEDFORD OWB (£13) RRP £15.45 

140, GZ 448 (Cavehill Road) 

76PAN-007 RIBBLE—PLAXTON PANORAMA (£15) RRP £18.75 

X60 Blackpool 

76SB-002 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT - SARO BUS (£15) RRP £18.75 

S068, RKE 540 (80 Tunbridge Wells) 

PRE-ORDER NOW 


CORGI Due January 2018 Pre-Order Now 


OM46619B 
Go Ahead 
London 
NBFL 
88 

Camden 

Town 



HACHETT 1:43 PART WORK MODELS 


NEW ADDITIONS £15 


HC-27 NEOPLAN SKYLINER—GERMANY 
HC-03 LONDON TRANSPORT—AEC REGENT 
HC-25 CITROEN 46 DP UAD—FRANCE 
HC-26 FORD THAMES ET7—MALTA 
HC-29 GM TDH 3610 “Rosa Parks” - USA 

LIMITED STOCK ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
HC-22 BERLIET CRUSAIR 3—FRANCE 
HC-24 SETRA SEIDA S-14—SPAIN 
HC-30 BERLIET PHL 10 “GRAND RAID” 
Subject to Availability 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2018 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer 
We now accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


OM46619B 
Go Ahead London 
NBFL 

88 Clapham Common 


£30 



CORGI MODELS 
“NEW” Available £30 
46618A S/C LONDON—NBFL (Pride Livery) 

8 Bow Church 

46618B S/C LONDON—NBFL (Pride Livery) 

15 Trafalgar Square 

Still Available £25 

46615A ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” - NBFL 
137 Streatham Hill 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” - NBFL 
137 Oxford Circus 


YWBC 

We are 
pleased to 
announce our 
new 

“Showbus” 
TWM 1266 
Leyland Lynx 
Look out for 
us in 2017 at 
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07814 403173 

Rallies across 
the UK 



CONTACT ADDRESS 

UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2017 SE 

EASON 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 


28 Oct Transport Museum 
Wythall Twilight Event 
1100—1900hrs 

29 Oct Swansea Bus Museum 
Last Event at this Venue 
5 Nov Lincoln Transport 
Museum Bus Rally 
& Running Day 


19 Nov Aston Manor Museum 
Toy & Model Fair 
2/3 Dec Manchester Transport 
Museum 

“Christmas Cracker Transport 
Collectors Market” 

1 Jan 2018 Coventry 
Running Day and Model Fair 
Coventry Rugby Club 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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Good housekeeping 


As this season draws to a close, it seems 
appropriate to share with you some good 
housekeeping’ thoughts. Like all specialist 
magazines we inevitably face a declining 
market, and as a result resources become 
scarcer and scarcer meaning that we have 
to maximise our revenue. Taking out a 
subscription to B&CP is the best way 
to help us to do this and to continue to 
provide you with the magazine that you 
tell us you enjoy. 

A subscription cuts out any middlemen’ 
meaning that more of your £4.60 comes 
directly to us. At present we have around 
1,500 subscriptions. Every new subscriber 
is given a gift, and in this respect we are 
as generous as we can be, so taking out a 
new subscription is beneficial to both you 
and us. 

Between now and the new year we are 
offering all new subscribers a £25 voucher 
which can be redeemed for goods with 
us either by post or in person on our 
stand. We are out and about almost 
every weekend during the season, so 
there are plenty of opportunities to 
shop with us. We do 
enjoy meeting readers, 
so even if you are not 
making a purchase 
please do come up 
and say: c Hi’. 

All profit from our 
mail order and rally 
sales is ploughed back 
into the magazine, so 
by purchasing your 
books and DVDs from 
us you are helping to 
ensure the future of 
B&CP 

We have probably 
lectured you before 
about supplying a 
telephone number or 
Email address in any 
correspondence with 
us, but it does seem 
appropriate to jog your 
memory. We like to 
deal with all matters 
as soon as we can, so 
being able to get in 
touch with you straight 
away is important. 


Of late many have you have supplied 
us with pictures for inclusion in the 
magazine, and for these we are extremely 
grateful. Notwithstanding what other 
magazines require, we here at B&CP ask 
you not to send low-resolution images 
in the first instance. Let us have them 
high-res straight away. If we then want to 
use them, there is no need to get back to 
you — saves us a lot of time! Please also 
note that all images scanned or directly 
from your camera need to be as high res as 
they come. The printing process demands 
this — just because it looks good on your 
phone, doesn’t mean that we will be able 
to use it. Many devices reduce the size of 
pictures to make them east to transmit, 
but not to print! 

And finally. Yet again a plea to support 
our Busmart section — we really can’t 
make it up ourselves, and given that many 
of you tell us that it is the first thing you 
turn to when you get your new magazine, 
we need to keep it going, so get ‘them 
sales and wants in’ — now! 
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UEHICLE: Bedford VAL70/Plaxton Elite C53F. 

DETAILS: New to Chivers of Elstead 5/73, Supreme IV front fitted by Rambler cl983 
operated with Abbeyways. New brakes, king pins and pipes, some work st 
but driveable. V5c currently on SORN, no MoT. £3,500.. 

I CONTACT: Tel Maldwyn 07868 656290 (Betwsy Coed). 


ADVERTISING RATES 


USING 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

p-ms il ■ nreshijsns2(®. btinternet.com 


fRRDE i RUSH - | 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 ! 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


December 2017 
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Samuel Ledgard 

To commemorate 50 years since the end 
of Ledgard services, the Samuel Ledgard 
Society has produced a Code 3 50th 
Anniversary Commemorative Oxford 
model of Leyland PD2 PNW 91. The 


Society model bus 

model is available from SLS, 58 Kirklees 
Drive, Farsley, Pudsey, West Yorkshire. 
LS28 5TE. Cheques for £25 (includes 
postage) should be made payable to 
‘Samuel Ledgard Society’. 



Rare Marshall 
bodied Bedford 

Believed to be the only surviving 
Marshall Cambrette bodied VAS, 

AAX 750A was advertised on an 
Internet auction site in October. 

New to Brown Motor Services, 

Forest Green in June 1963 as 3255 PJ, 
the bus was re-registered AAX 750A 
in January 2003, before passing to a 
private owner in Lower Lydbrook for 
conversion into a caravan, having been 
with its previous owner near Caernarfon 
since 2006. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: PAULWILLSHER 



Bedford VAL completes 1800 mile Screwball rally 



A rare 1970 Bedford VAL70 with 
Willowbrook bus body has recently 
completed the ‘Screwball Rally’ covering 
some 1,800 miles through Belgium, 
France, Germany, Holland, Switzerland 
and Italy 

The VAL, former Wigmore of 
Dinnington FYG 663J had been 


acquired in July this year from Jim 
Locke of Shobdon, by Anthony Barrett 
of Willenhall, having previously been 
owned by preservationist Russell Price. 

Mr Barrett restored it over two months as 
an Italian Job ‘lookalike’ despite it being a 
Willowbrook not Harrington Legionnaire 
body. Modified with doors at the rear and 


a ramp like the original, it also carried 
a Mini and fake gold on the rally, which 
started on 21 September and finished on 
25 September at Dover. 

Amazingly the VAL completed the trip 
without major problems apart from fading 
brakes, (the usual VAL problem), and 
was driven with number plates ALR 453B 
from the original Italian Job coach! On 
arrival back in Willenhall, Mr Barrett put 
the bus up for sale on eBay in October 
for £35,000, part of which he says he will 
donate to charity. 

See http://screwballrally.co.uk/ 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: ANTHONY BARRETT 
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ACE Puma moves north 


A rare ACE Puma IV with Plaxton 
Paramount body has recently changed 
hands. The Puma, registered E923 LCP, 
one of five built by Alternative Chassis 
Engineering of Huddersfield with 
Plaxton bodies, was new to Abbeyways 
of Halifax in March 1988. It later passed 
to Holmeswood Coaches, Blackburn, 
Lancashire as YSU 991 and Hednesford 
Travel Cannock Staffordshire as JIL 8916 
before being acquired by Ben Fosker of 
Martlesham t/a The Running Footman 
c2005, when it reverted back to E923 LCP. 

Ben restored the Puma and operated 
it in his fleet until closure of the company 
in 2011, when E923 LCP was sold to 
Ian Goodwin of Bristol for a caravan 
conversion. Apart from stripping out the 
interior the caravan project stalled and it 
was sold on a year later to Dan Walsh of 
Torquay. 

When pictures of the coach parked on a 
steep driveway in Torquay appeared on the 
Internet in October 2015 with an appeal 
from the owner for someone to save it from 


being scrapped, Ben Fosker, then trading 
as Venturer Coachways, Debach, Suffolk, 
stepped in a second time to save it. 

Work was carried out, but Ben had to 
relocate premises and did not have the 
space to keep it. It was, therefore, sold 
to his brother Oliver in March 2016 who 


sold it later that year to Tyneside Heritage 
Vehicles Group member Reg Sibley. The 
interior is a shell at the moment and will 
need seats, luggage racks etc. plus external 
body and mechanical work. 

Report JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: NEIL HESKETT 



Obituary: Sandra Diane Ricketts (1944 - 2017) 


It is with great sadness that 
the Ricketts Family and the 
Llandudno Transport Festival 
announce the sad loss of Sandra, 
aged 73 on the 2 September 
2017 after a short Illness. 

Sandra was born in the village 
of Studley, Warwickshire. After 
marrying Len and bringing up 
three boys Neil, Jim and Stuart, 
Len’s love of transport left her 
with no option to either join 
in or stay at home. Shortage 
of finances meant the family 
started selling model railways 
around the country at toy fairs, 
steam rallies, bus rallies etc 
during the late 1970s and early 
1980s. 

Redundancy from Len’s 
driving job led to another mad 
idea. A Bristol FLF Lodekka bus 
was acquired and converted 
into a Transport Cafe, brother 
Mick painting it black. Calling 
the venture Midland Trucking, 
the Ricketts parked up on 
the A34 between Stratford- 
upon-Avon and Oxford in 
‘Paraffin Annie’s’ Layby at Long 
Compton, moving on to a large 
layby between Stratford and 


Alcester. Sandra ran the cafe to 
such a very high standard. It was 
‘God help anyone who stepped 
out of line’. 

Sandra’s next role in life 
took her to the M42 and two 
sections being constructed 
from Alvechurch, Warwickshire 
to the A34. Sandra got a job 
running the canteen in a bus 
that was towed behind the 
concrete laying machine. After 
two summers there the M42 
opened and Sandra and Len 
made the decision to ‘up sticks’ 
from Studley and move to 
Llandudno. 

A big construction job, the 
Conwy Tunnel, was about to 
start and after their experience 
on the M42 they were virtually 
guaranteed jobs, Sandra running 
one of the canteens for around 
three years. After the Conwy 
Tunnel, life slowed down for 
a year or two until Len had to 
give up work for health reasons. 

Around this time a group of 
people in Llandudno started 
The Llandudno Victorian 
Extravaganza’ in the town 
streets over May Day Bank 



Holiday 
weekend. At 
the other 
end of 
Llandudno 
Bay lay 
some fields. 

With their 
experience 
of transport 
festivals, rallies 
etc it seemed the most 
natural thing to do, so without 
a cent between them, ‘The 
Llandudno Transport Festival’ 
was born with Sandra as the 
boss. 

Sandra ruled with a rod of 
iron and a lovely smile, the 
result being one of the best 
Transport Festivals in the UK 
and the biggest in Wales. The 
bus service alone moved an 
average of 26-27,000 people to 
and fro between the Festival 
and the Extravaganza each year. 

This year was the 25th 
Anniversary of the festival 
and sadly it took its toll on 
both Sandra and Len’s health. 

In addition, Sandra was the 
commercial steward at the 


Kelsall Steam 
Rally once again 
achieving a 
high standard 
helping to 
make the event 
one of the best 
truck shows in 
the UK. 

Many of you will 
have read the story 
of the Ricketts’ Western 
National Marshall-bodied 
Bristol LHS recently featured 
over two months in B&CP. 

Sandra helped Len to put the 
feature together while in their 
caravan on holiday in Yorkshire. 
Whilst at Scarborough, Sandra 
sadly became poorly and never 
recovered, and did not see part 
two of her work. 

Sandra will be greatly 
missed by the vehicle 
preservation movement and we 
will all miss that smile of hers. 
Sandra leaves behind husband 
Len, sons Neil, Jim and Stuart, 
daughter-in-law Vicci and 
grandchildren Carly, Sophie, 
Daniel, Sam, Harry, Charlotte, 
Bethan and Harvey. 


December 2017 
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Rare Austin for sale 



A 1948 Austin CXB VVS 913 with 
Barnard body, new in May 1948 to 
Guernsey Motors, is being offered for sale 
by Simon Hendra of Truro. 

VVS 913 was withdrawn in September 
1969 and disposed of to the States Airport 
June 1970 for use within the Airport in 
yellow livery. 

In 1980 it passed to Guernsey Old Car 
Club which restored it in original livery, 
re-registering it 2725. 

Acquired by Island Coachways on 1 
January 1984, it was restored to original 
condition and registration, entering 
service in May 1984 on ‘Discover Old 
Guernsey’ tours. 

Withdrawn mid-1993 and disposed 
of through Wacton Bus & Coach Sales, 
Bromyard, it was sold later the same year 
to Vic’s Tours of St Mary’s, Isles Of Scilly 
in a blue and cream livery and registered 
VVS 913, still carrying the name ‘Katie’. 

The coach passed next to Gerry 
Twynham t/a Heritage Tours, St Mary’s in 


July 1998 and then in October 2006 to its 
final owner/operator on Scilly, Glyn Lucas 
t/a Island Rover, St Mary’s. 

It a was sold to Simon Hendra t/a 


Brooklands Classics, Truro in January 
2015 and is now for sale. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: SIMON HENDRA 



Volvo B58 under restoration 


Volvo B58-61 with Plaxton Supreme 
IV body, STM 238W, is undergoing 
restoration for owners Sharpes of 
Nottingham at Volvo Bus & Coach, 
Loughborough. 

STM 238W was new to Sworders of 


Walkern in January 1981, later passing 
to Grayway of Wigan and then into 
preservation in 2012. When completed 
the Volvo will join Sharpes heritage fleet. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: NEIL SHARPE 


Enfield Transport 
Bazaar date change 

The Enfield Transport Bazaar will now 
be held on Saturday 18 November 
(NOT Saturday 4 November as 
previously advertised) to avoid a 
clash with the Aldenham Transport 
Spectacular. The Enfield event will be 
held at St. Paul’s Centre, 102, Church 
Street, Enfield EN2 6AR which is just 
two minutes walk from Enfield Chase 
station (served by Great Northern 
suburban services from Kings Cross 
to Hertford North and Stevenage) and 
within ten minutes walk of Enfield Town 
station (served by local trains from 
Liverpool Street and Seven Sisters). All 
local buses serving Enfield Town stop 
within a few minutes’ walk. Up to 40 
stalls will be selling a wide variety of 
bus and railway memorabilia and light 
refreshments will be available throughout 
the event. Admission is £3 (accompanied 
under-16s free). The Bazaar is open 
11.00-14.30. For further information 
please e-mail: nleevents@outlook.com, 
or send SSAE to: Steve Newman, 58, 
Anglesey Road, Enfield EN3 4HZ. 

The Aldenham event will be held 
at Allum Hall, Allum Lane, Elstree & 
Borehamwood WD6 3PJ on Saturday 4 
November, between 10.00 and 16.00. 
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Mendip Mule finishes 


Oxford Diecast 
new releases 

Oxford Diecast has announced several 
new models amongst a number of 2018 
releases. 

In 1:76 scale a third release of the 
Bristol MW coach has been announced 
and delivery is imminent; this will be a 
model of Eastern Counties LS804 (3804 
PW) in National white livery. Catalogue 
reference is 76MW6003. 

Also announced in 1:76 scale for the 
first quarter of 2018 are 76COM007, 
Commer Commando Coach — Skyways 
of London livery; 76OWB0I3, Bedford 
OWB Utility — Belfast Corporation 
livery; 76PAN007, Plaxton Panorama 
Coach — Ribble livery and 76SB002, 
Saro Bus — Maidstone & District livery. 

In 1:148 scale the Southdown AEC 
Matador Recovery Truck (NAEC0I4) 
and the Southdown Bus & Coach Set 
(NSET003) containing five models 
(Weymann Fanfare Coach NWFL00I, 
Leyland Royal Tiger Coach NLRT002, 
Plaxton Panorama coach NPP002, 
Leyland PD3 Queen Mary NQM00I 
and Guy Arab Utility bus NUT001) are 
now available. Of the set, four of the 
models have previously been released 
separately. 

For Quarter I of 2018 the Weymann 
Fanfare is scheduled (NWFL00I, 
Southdown) together with the Royal 
Mail Land Rover Defender Postbus 
(NDEF002). 

A new development is a 1:43 scale 
Weymann Fanfare coach in South 
Wales Transport livery (Catalogue ref: 
43WFA00I) but this is not expected 
until Quarter 3 of 2018. 



The Mendip Mule bus company has 
withdrawn its services blaming local 
residents for attacking staff. 

The Jurassic Mule, operated by Mendip 
Mule Motorbus Co, ran its final service 
between Beer, Colyton, Seaton, Lyme 
Regis and Charmouth on Sunday 10 
September, all 25 members of the part- 
time workforce being laid off. 

Owner Derek Gawn hit out at residents 
who have complained about noise created 
at the company’s bus park in Seaton. He 
said: T have finally made my mind up 
about the Mule, and the final nails were 
not mechanical issues or the weather. It’s 
the continual complaints of a few residents 
in Seaton and Colyton. I do realise that 99 
per cent of people do support us, but I can 
no longer cope with the other one per cent.’ 

A spokesman for the Mendip Mule 
Motorbus Co said that locals had been 
hurling abuse at bus drivers. The bus 
park is provided by East Devon District 


Council for buses and coaches to use 
on a pay and display-based ticketing 
arrangement,’ the spokesman said, 

‘it isn’t for bus drivers to be shouted at 
by residents who don’t welcome the 
facility. Not a particularly good welcome 
for the much needed tourists bringing 
spending to the town. We no longer wish 
to subject our staff to such behaviour 
from a small minority of locals. We have 
also experienced people deliberately 
parking their cars badly on the approach 
to our depot at Colyton station in an 
attempt to make access difficult. The poor 
parking would also obstruct emergency 
vehicles attempting to access the tramway, 
nearby houses and the adjacent business 
units.’ 

To say thank you to customers of the 
Jurassic Mule, no fares were charged from 
13.50 on the last day with customers asked 
to make a minimum £5 donation to the 
RNLI instead. 



No 10 is back! 

Following serious damage during 
flooding at Sowerby Bridge, Halifax 10 
(UJX 920M), a Plaxton Derwent-bodied 
Leyland Leopard, has, following extensive 
repair, returned to the rally scene. It 
is seen here on one of its first outings 
looking respondent in traditional livery. 
Picture: ANTHONY GIDDINGS 
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Latest news from 

After a very successful Plymouth Hoe 
event on August Bank Holiday, it has been 
a far from quiet autumn in Plymouth. 

The Plymouth City Transport 
Preservation Group collection has been 
boosted by several vehicles added in the 
last few weeks and new to the preservation 
scene. Dennis Dart MPDs Nos 202 and 
204 (X202/4 CDV) have both joined the 
group collection with individual owners 
Beckee Demetriou and Marcus Woodgate 
both aspiring young preservationists keen 
to keep these vehicles going. Dennis Dart 
SPD No 45 (Y64 5 NYD) has also joined 
the group in the hands of Carl Birtles, 


Plymouth 

who plans to restore the bus to the c Pippy’ 
livery which it wore for a time as part of 
the series of Dennis Dart book characters. 
No 202 will be remaining as ‘Dennis’ 
from the same series. 

In a reverse swop’ mutually benefiting all 
involved and unusual in today’s preservation 
scene, Leyland PD2/12 102 (OCO 502) 
was exchanged with Plymouth City Bus for 
Plaxton Premiere 350-bodied Volvo B10M 
312 (W312 SDV, JSK 264). The group 
lacked the skill and resource to get 102 
back on the road, whilst City Bus required 
a second vintage double-decker to support 
the private hire work carried out by similar 



open-top PD2 358 (MCO 658) Sir F'ranch 
Drake. No 102 is currently undergoing 
restoration and refurbishment for this role. 

The group was in need of a coach 
for longer-distance journeys to enable 
it to enjoy, and be represented, at more 
events felt that 312 would afford this 
opportunity. No 312 was the last coach 
in the old white City Coach livery and 
was donated to the group by the original 
owners of 102 who wished to see it being 
used. The group is very grateful for their 
support and the continued support of 
Plymouth City Bus. 

The group are also pleased to announce 
that it has again enjoyed the friendship 
and support of the owners of Plymouth 
PD1 89 (CJY 299). We welcome them 
back on board. 

A little over a year ago the group 
helped celebrate the impending closure of 
Bretonside bus station in Plymouth and 
its 50 years service as a major transport 
hub in the city and the South West, with 
a colourful send-off event. So it was only 
fitting that PCTPG was invited along to 
help celebrate the first birthday of the city’s 
new Mayflower coach station in September. 

The group provided associated vehicle, 
1946 Leyland PD1 89 (CJY 299,) in 
conjunction with its owners to help 
celebrate the birthday along with National 
Express which operates the new facility. 


London Duck Tours sink 


London Duck Tours is expected to 
disappear from the Thames for the 
foreseeable future. 

The hybrid bus/boat DUKW vehicles, 
which can both drive on land and float on 
the river, have operated in the capital for 
15 years, but 17 September was expected 
to be their last day in service on the 
Thames, at least for the time being. 

A slipway on the Albert Embankment in 
Vauxhall, which the vehicles utilised, has 
just been reclaimed by Thames Water so it 
can make way for a £4.2bn sewer scheme. 

London Duck Tours has been unable 
to find an alternative docking site, so has 
been forced to discontinue its tours. 

John Bigos, Managing Director of 
London Duck Tours, said: ‘The 18 
September will be a sad day for the 
company, but it was vital not to delay 


construction of this much needed 
infrastructure project. Tourists and 
Londoners will surely miss our iconic 
yellow DUKWs around town. They have 
become a landmark in their own right.’ 


Almost two million passengers have 
ridden on the World War 2 amphibious 
vehicles since London Duck Tours opened 
in 2002. 

Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
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Brightwells Auction results 


VA Till , an AEC Renown/Metcalf new in 
1926 to Greater Glasgow Omnibus & Motor 
Services Ltd, Hamilton (fleet No 22), and 
later an exhibit at Stondon Motor Museum 
was sold at Brightwells on 27 September 
for £9,600 hammer price (£11,616 including 
buyers commission of 17.5% plus VAT). 

The buyer was the Scottish Vintage Bus 
Museum. It was latterly in the ownership of 
Lady Windsor-Clive of Ludlow. 

Arrangements are being made to have 
the bus transported back to Lathalmond 
where a comprehensive assessment will be 
made of its condition and a programme 
for its eventual restoration will be drawn 
up. Said a Lathalmond spokesman: This 
is a most valuable and unique addition to 
the Museum’s collection and it is pleasing 
to note that the bus will be in safe hands 
at long last after so many years’. 


Also in the auction was MR 3879 a 1925 
Reo Speedwagon new to Harrington of 
Lordingbridge and latterly owned by the 
Black Country Living Museum, which 


sold for £9,250 (£11,192.50 total). The 
buyer is unknown. 

Report: JOHN WAKELIELD 
Picture: BRIGHTWELLS 



Portsmouth 78 

Preservationist Chris Pearce was 
recently advised that Portsmouth 78 
(GTP 995), a 1952 all-Leyland Titan 
PD2/I0, urgently required a new home. 

He duly inspected and purchased the 
bus, which remains in original condition. 
Described by him as a time warp and too 
valuable to let it go, it will be returned 
to its home territory imminently. 

No 78 was withdrawn in 1971, being 
acquired for preservation in 1972 and 
rallied for a few years. 


40 year MoT exemption 

The Government has published details 
of a 40-year MoT exemption for Vehicles 
of Historic Interest, meaning that as 
of 20 May 2018, most vehicles first 
registered over 40 years ago will be 
exempt from periodic testing, unless 
they have been substantially changed. 

Public Service Vehicles with 12 or 
more seats and large goods vehicles (ie 
those with a maximum laden weight of 
more than 3.5tonnes) will not be subject 
to a general exemption from periodic 
testing at 40 years and will be within the 
testing regime. Pre-1960 PSVs and large 
goods vehicles, however, will continue 
to be MoT-exempt unless substantially 
modified. 

The consultation outcome 
documents can be found at https:// 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ 
roadworthiness-testing-for-vehicles-of- 
historic-interest 


Rare Van Hool-bodied AEC for sale 


A rare Van Hool Vistadome-bodied AEC 
Reliance is for sale as a result of the owner 
having lost his storage facility. 

VUR 227K was new to Best Tours of 
Ealing in April 1972, winning ‘Coach 
of the Year’ at that year’s Brighton 
Coach Rally. It later passed to Silverline, 
Hounslow in November 1974, Bebb, 
Llantwit Lardre in April 1975, returning to 
Best Tours of Ealing in March 1977. Sold 
to Viewbond (Dealers), Guildford in 1986, 
and then to Layston Coaches, Buntingford 
in March 1987, it was converted by Martin 
George of Layston Coaches into a luxury 
motor caravan in 1988/89, and used 


for attending various rallies and family 
holidays, including one to Denmark. 

It was next sold to Michael and Sandra 
Kinsman of Kinsman Coaches, Bodmin, 
again being used for holidays and rallies, 
until parked up at Dingles Lairground 
Heritage Trust, Lifton, Devon, where it 
stood for nine years, until purchased by 
current owner Ian Hayes in October 2010. 

Ian continued to rent storage space at 
Dingles, but due to changes there the 
facility is no longer available, so rather 
than try to find new storage Ian has 
reluctantly decided to sell. 

Report: JOHN WAKELIELD 
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Royal visit at the Oxford Bus Museum 


On Friday 13 October HRH The Duke 
of Gloucester made an official visit to the 
Oxford Bus Museum to celebrate 50 Years 
of Bus Preservation in Oxfordshire. 

Greeted by Trustees Stephen Jolly and 
Chris Butterfield, The Duke was taken on 
a tour of the museum exhibits. The 1881 
horse drawn tram and the two char-a- 
bancs dating from the 1920s attracted 
his attention. In the workshop The Duke 
met Neil Tidbury, the workshop manager, 
who showed him the 1915 Y type bus 
which is undergoing restoration. The body 
of the lower deck has recently arrived back 
from a specialist body builder, and has 
been reunited with the chassis. The next 
task to be undertaken at the museum is to 
rebuild the outside staircase. Then sides 
will be fitted to the open top and seats 
refitted. 

The Duke has an interest in vintage cars 
so enjoyed seeing the 20 Morris cars and 
vans in the Morris Motors Museum before 
going up to inspect the 50 historic bicycles 
on loan from Bill Faulkner, who explained 
the development of the bicycle over the 
last 200 years. 

In the Museum cafe The Duke met 
60 members as well as Cllr Zoe Patrick, 
Chairman of Oxfordshire County 
Council, Cllr Norman MacRae, Chairman 
of West Oxfordshire District Council 
and Mr Niels Chapman, Chairman of 
Long Hanborough Parish Council, who 


had gathered for the celebration. In his 
speech he praised the museum volunteers 
for their achievements in the last 50 years 
and described the fairy tale outcome for 
a rusty tram nearing the end of its life in 
service and threatened with the scrapyard 
only to be rescued by a group of loving 
enthusiasts, restored and then put in a 
museum where it is polished, cossetted 
and occasionally taken out for a run, but 
only in good weather. 

The Duke was presented with a model 
vintage Oxford bus and a copy of The 
Book of Oxford Buses and Trams’, written 
by two museum trustees, by Christine Key, 
the shop manageress. 



Finally the Duke boarded the museum’s 
1949 AEC Regal III bus, driven by John 
Bayliss one of the initial group who, 50 
years ago, bought the bus for preservation, 
to travel in style to his next engagement, 
the volunteer conductor even issuing him 
with a ticket. 
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Beestons Austin restoration completed 



Beestons of Hadleigh’s Austin CXB with 
Plaxton body, BCF 802, has left Cobus 
following a six-year restoration. The 
Austin, new to Beestons in 1948, is one of 
only two Plaxton-bodied CXBs known to 
survive, the other, LCY 003 (FCO 314) 
is now in Malta. The Austin, nicknamed 
the ‘Birmingham Bedford’ was never as 
popular as its Luton-built contemporary, 
the Bedford OB. 

After its first public showing at Showbus 
on Sunday 17 September it was returning 
to Beestons for a short period before going 
on loan to Ipswich Transport Museum 
where it will be part of the active exhibits 
and used for public rides on open days. 
Full story coming soon to B&CP. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD Picture: 
RICHARD HAUGHEY 
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Rare Foden converted to car transporter 


Rare Foden PVSC6 with Plaxton full- 
front body, GGA 670, new Scottish CWS 
in September 1948, has been converted 
into a classic race car transporter. 

After Scottish CWS it passed to 
Robert Gray t/a Gray Line Coaches, 
Clackmannan which kept the vehicle 
in service until around 1970, when it 
was garaged with a view to restoration 


on site. Subsequent contract losses and 
downsizing meant the restoration never 
got started. The coach was sold around 
1987 to the Glencryan Preservation Trust 
which bought it for restoration. 

It later passed to another 
preservationist, Rod Wallace in July 1991 
who started restoration at Lathalmond. 
For some reason the coach was sold 


c2015 to Craig Davies, a London-based 
entrepreneur/racing driver. It was seen 
recently at the Goodwood Festival of 
Transport still with Gray Line fleetname 
on the front but with ‘Sub Zero’, 
Knightsbridge on the rear. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: PAUL FISHWICK 



New owner for Vega Major VAL 


One of the last Duple Vega Major¬ 
bodied Bedford VAL 14s, VPR 78, new 
to Sheasby, Corfe Castle in January 
1964, has been sold to Brooklands 
Motor Company, based at Brooklands 
Museum for restoration as a classic race 
car transporter. The VAL, which for a 
long time was a caravan, latterly static, 


in a boat yard at Faversham, was sold 
in July 2016 to Paul Harvey, Morton 
Bagot, Warwickshire for conversion into 
a car transporter, but following illness Mr 
Harvey had to abort the project and it was 
put up for sale in B&CP. 

Steve Gray of Brooklands Motor 
Company had been looking for a VAL 


to convert himself as a period race car 
transporter to attend events such as 
Goodwood. Steve’s company restores 
and prepares historic race cars. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: JOHN WATKINS 
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Birmingham Bonanza 


On Sunday 8 October ; the Transport Museum, Wythall celebrated 40 years since Birmingham's rear-entrance 
buses last ran and 20 years since West Midlands Fleetlines operated. Birthdays were celebrated — CVP 207 (80), 
GOE 486 (70) and Rl NEG (only 20!). There have been some new arrivals and a new restoration at Aldridge too! 


Wythall has traditionally been best 
known for its collection of Midland Red 
buses (often being called the Midland 
Red museum!) but it also particularly 
specialises in the West Midlands operators. 

Going back to the early days, 
enthusiasts were reluctant to purchase 
Midland Red’s own-built vehicles with 
their unusual features and scarce parts, so 
Wythall preserved these buses and quickly 
built up the most thorough collection. 


Even before the museum at Wythall 
existed, however, private individuals had 
already done a good job collecting a range 
of Birmingham City Transport vehicles so 
the museum itself took on pre-1934 BCT 
vehicles and very little of more recent 
date. This remained the position until very 
recently but clearly, sooner or later, the 
individuals and small groups would retire. 

As the old saying goes, you wait for 
one bus for ages and then several come 


along. Just as the 1931 Regent restoration 
described on these pages got going 
with its inevitable financial burden, 
opportunities arose to put together a 
fabulous representative collection for the 
biggest municipal operator in the UK. 
Wallets have been opened and reopened 
so that once-only opportunities do not 
slip away; the donors are thanked for their 
continuing generosity as the costs are 
recovered (still in progress, by the way!) 
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Above: It’s Birmingham Day 
at the Transport Museum, 
Wythall. Here we see some 
of the players assembled. 
They are from the left: 

1953 Guy Arab/Metro- 
Cammell 2976 (JOJ 976), 
1951 Daimler CVD6/Metro- 
Cammell body 2707 (JOJ 
707), 1950 Leyland PS2/ 
Weymann 2245 (JOJ 245), 
1950 Leyland PD2/3/ 

Park Royal (JOJ 222), 

1948 Leyland PD2/Brush 
1685 (HOV 685) and 1947 
Daimler CVA6/Metro- 
Cammell (GOE 486). 

PHILIP LAMB 

Far left: AOG 638 is he oldest 
of three Daimlers recently 
acquired from the family of 
the late Colin Hawketts. It 
was converted into a lorry 
around 1947. PHILIP LAMB 

Left: 1937 Daimler COG5/ 
Metro-Cammell No 1107 
(CVP 207) is the last 
complete survivor of 800 
similar buses purchased 
before World War 2. 

PHILIP LAMB 

Right: Rob Handford’s 
1950 Guy Arab IV/Metro- 
Cammell No 2548 (JOJ 548) 
pulls past No 1107 at the 
terminus of the 29A route 
where four buses gathered 
at the end of a road run. 
PHILIP LAMB 


PERMANENT BCT EXHIBITS AT WYTHALL 


0 9926 

A 1913 Tilling-Stevens TTA2 double¬ 
deck bus acquired by BCT from Midland 
Red under an operating agreement in 
1914. Known as the‘jigsaw puzzle’, 
bit by bit the missing parts are being 
sourced. 

OV 4486 

A 1931 AEC Regent/ Metro-Cammell. 
Originally rescued by the 1685 Group and 
later passing to the museum, restoration 
of this ‘piano front’ petrol-engine double- 
decker is nearing completion. 

OV 4090 

A 1931 Morris Dictator/Metro-Cammell 
single-decker. Originally secured for 
preservation by Lloyd Penfold, this is a 
rare future restoration candidate. 

OC 527 

A 1933 Morris Imperial/ Metro-Cammell 
double-decker. Typical of the difficult to 
restore buses acquired in the early days, 
this will need a big budget! 

AOG 638 

The oldest of three Daimlers recently 
acquired from the family of the late 

Colin Hawketts. One of several 1934/35 
COG5 buses converted to lorries and 
vans around 1947. 

CVP 207 

This 1937 Daimler COG5/Metro- 
Cammell double-decker is the last 
complete survivor of 800 similar buses 
purchased before World War 2. In 1964 
it became one of the first two buses 
to be preserved in the West Midlands. 
Owned by the 1685 Group since 1971 
and run virtually every year, happily 
original saviour Barry Ware is still 
connected with it. 

GOE 486 

Colin Hawketts ensured the survival 
of this 1947 Daimler CVA6/ Metro- 
Cammell, the last reminder of the 
hundreds of exposed radiator Daimlers 
supplied after World War 2 before the 
‘New Look’ design was adopted. 


HOV 685 

Alternative suppliers assisted in the 
early postwar shortages. This is a 1948 
Leyland PD2 bodied by Brush now 
approaching its 50th year in the hands 
of the 1685 Group and presently being 
re-restored. 

JOJ 245 

A 1950 Leyland PS2 with Weymann 
single-deck body, this and JOJ 533 were 
restored by the Acocks Green Bus 
Preservation Group which owned them 
until 2015. 

JOJ 533 

A 1950 Guy Arab with Metro-Cammell 
double-deck body. Longest running 

BCT bus, retiring in 1977, and a classic 
example of the first generation of ‘New 
Look’ bus with concealed radiator. 

JOJ 707 

A 1951 Daimler CVD6 with Metro- 
Cammell double-deck body. Of the many 
different types accepted by BCT after 
World War 2, the CVD6 was the most 
numerous, this being the sole survivor 
of 438 delivered. It belongs to a contract 
for 150 buses that introduced the second 
generation of‘New Look’ body. 

JOJ 976 

A 1953 Guy Arab with Metro-Cammell 
double-deck body. One of Wythall’s 
most popular exhibits, used on 
registered bus services for many years. 

BON 472C 

One of the unusual 1965 Daimler 
Fleetlines with Marshall SINGLE-DECK 
bodies. Recently purchased from the 
Yardley Wood Bus Club which restored 
it and thus in much better condition than 
another currently for sale. 


KOX 780F BCT’s Daimler Fleetline double-deckers 
are surprisingly rare, considering the 
number purchased. This 1968 example 
with Park Royal body was purchased 
straight off service and remains fully 
operational. 


In addition to the 1685 Group exhibits, other close supporters of the museum have BCT vehicles that are very familiar 
at Wythall. Rob Handford and his team not only have well-known Guy JOJ 548 but also an AEC Matador from the 
Hawketts collection and early ‘flat front’ Fleetline, 436 KOV dating from 1964. Kevin Hill not only has a reputation for 
painting and other restoration works but also MOF 9 to feed his fondness for Guys and BCT. The Potts family look 
after two-door Fleetline/Park Royal NOV 796G, from the last batch of buses to enter BCT service. 
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This page: No 2548 (JOJ 548) 
approaches 1947 Daimler 
CVA6/Metro-Cammell 
No I486 (GOE 486). 

PHILIP LAMB 

No 2548 (JOJ 548) with 
Leyland PD2/3/Park Royal 
No 2222 (JOJ 222). 

PHILIP LAMB 

Recently acquired Daimler 
CVD6/Metro Cammell 
No 2707 (JOJ 707) was saved 
for preservation by the late 
Colin Hawketts. PHILIP LAMB 


Opposite page: 

Top left: No 2707 is seen on 
Corporation Street working 
service 43, once one of 
Birmingham’s rare trolleybus 
routes. The date is November 
1961 and the 43 is about to 
receive Birmingham’s first 
intake of rear-engine buses. 
FW YORK/TRANSPORT 
MUSEUM WYTHALL 

Top right: No 2707 survived 
long enough to pass to the 
West Midlands PTE. It is seen 
outside Moor Street station 
on 4 May 1970. 

MALCOLM KEELEY 

Upper and lower left: No 2707’s 
interior is very original. 

PHILIP LAMB 

Lower right: BCT Standard rear 
aspect. PHILIP LAMB 






























BCT 2222 

Present on the day but visiting from the 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 
at Aldridge, JOJ 222, is a 1950 Park 
Royal-bodied Leyland PD2/3 — the 
sole survivor of its type. Owner NIGEL 
STRIBLEY brings us its story. 

I never rode on either of BCT’s Park 
Royal- or Leyland-bodied PD2s. My initial 
involvement was just to help Bob Shaw 
with a short-term financial predicament. I 
knew Bob as I had bought the lightweight 
BCT Daimler CLG5, LOG 302, from 
him. As my short-term commitment 
became more long-term, I was encouraged 
by many people to grasp the nettle more 
directly and invest the time and money to 
get 2222 back on the road. 

I would not have done do so however, 
had it not been in remarkably good 
condition for its age and consideration 
of the time that it had been off the 
road. Although born and brought up in 


Birmingham, hence the interest in BCT 
buses, I live in Beaconsfield, near High 
Wycombe, and until recently was working 
full-time in the shipping business, which 
involved considerable international travel. 
My role has, therefore, been primarily as a 
sponsor of the bus and a facilitator of the 
work required to put it back on the road. 

I don’t have the skills and have not had 
the time to do much of the work myself. 

I have only recently had a chance to have 
the pleasure of driving it. My principal 
motivation for getting it back on the road 
has been the pleasure of seeing it running 
again with people riding on it. The best 
place for it is at the museum at Aldridge, 
and I hope that its presence there will 
attract more visitors to the museum. 

2222 HISTORY 

No 2222 entered service with BCT on 
1 February 1950. It ran all its life from 
Rosebery Street garage and was used 


mainly on the Dudley Road services, 
covering about 1,000 miles a week. It 
had an engine change in 1965 after it 
had covered about 350,000 miles. The 
reconditioned engine that was then fitted 
is the one in the bus today. 

Withdrawn in 1969 two months before 
BCT became part of the West Midlands 
Passenger Executive, Bob Shaw tracked 
down No 2222 at Hockley garage. He 
went to the transport department to try 
to buy the bus but they would only sell 
buses in batches of 50! The then General 
Manager, W. G. Copestake advised him to 
contact the scrapman who had bought the 
batch including 2222 and that he would 
try to help with an introduction. The 
scrapman was Paul Sykes who was towing 
the buses to his yard in Barnsley to break 
them up. 

No 2222 had already been towed away 
by the time Bob was able to contact Paul 
Sykes, so he immediately jumped on a 


December 2017 


17 
































Above: Wythall veteran Barry Ware prepares to climb into the cab of 2222 (JOJ 222), 
a 1950 Park Royal-bodied Leyland PD2/3. PHILIP LAMB 


some progress on the restoration if it was 
to continue to take up prime storage space 
in the museum. So in 2011, things started 
to move. 

In November 2011 Jim Sheldon 
worked on the engine to get it going in 
advance of the bus moving to Aldridge 
when AMRTM had to vacate its Witton 
premises. Whilst in its first year at 
Aldridge, Jim carried out further work on 
the engine and on the brakes. 

In November 2012, the museum had to 
relocate to smaller premises in Aldridge 
where there was no room for 2222, so 
it was moved to a shed on a farm at 
Droitwich. 

Between 2012 and 2015 work organised 
and supervised by Bob Shaw was carried 
out. Three new pillars were welded in, 
four new structural panels were riveted 
in on the offside rear corner and a new 
platform riser was also welded in. Some 
testing and rewiring of the electrics was 
also carried out. 

Unfortunately, in 2015 the farmer 
needed the shed for grain storage and the 
bus was moved to an open sided lean-to. 
Not only concerned that the condition 
of the bus would deteriorate, but also 
wanting to try to accelerate the restoration 
work, contact was made with Roger 
Burdett who offered to take it into his 
workshop at Corley Moor on the basis that 
the team who worked on his buses there 
would work on 2222, as and when time 
was available. This offer was immediately 
accepted. 


Above: No 2222’s cab. PHILIP LAMB 


Below: Seats aboard No 2222 were in high 
demand on road run. PHILIP LAMB 


No 2222 at Corley, rubbed down ready for painting. NIGEL STRIBLEY 


train to Barnsley arriving at the yard 
as workers were preparing to cut the bus 
up. Bob reached an agreement with 
Paul Sykes to purchase the bus, with 
payments spread over a year. Upon 
completion of the payments a year later, 
Paul Sykes towed it to a site at Lye while 
Bob looked for covered accommodation. 
It sadly suffered further damage during 
its year at the scrapyard with windows 
broken etc. 

No 2222 was moved several times 
over he next few years from Lye to 
Clay Cross to Great Witley to Arley in 
Herefordshire, where some work on the 


body was undertaken. It was then moved 
to AMRTM’s site at the old tramway depot 
in Witton in approximately 1997. 

NEW OWNER 

I purchased the bus from Bob in 
November 2007. The vehicle had been 
at Witton since 1997 with little or no 
work having been carried out. Bob was 
struggling to pay the storage costs on 
all the vehicles he had full or partial 
ownership of, and had not been able to 
carry out much work. My initial role was 
simply to pay the storage but the board at 
AMRTM understandably wanted to see 
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Above: Bob Shaw with No 2222. NIGEL STRIBLEY 



RESTORATION AT CORLEY 

Between November 2015 and February 
2017 Kevin Hill, Graham Ledger and 
Nick set to work. Bodywork repairs 
were finished and the bus repanelled as 
necessary. The exterior paint was stripped 
for repainting, the interior was cleaned. 
Some of the seats were re-stuffed using 
the original covers. The engine, gearbox 
and back axle oil was changed, the 
underside was cleaned and silvered, a 
new steering column (purchased from the 
Ribble club through Roger Burdett) was 
fitted as the top of the existing column 
had been cut off with an oxy-acetylene 
burner at the scrapyard all those years 
ago. New tyres were fitted all round, with 
work on the electrics being completed by 
Dave Parry. Many new lights and fittings 
were added. While all this was happening, 
Jim Sheldon very kindly completed a full 
overhaul of the brakes and replaced the 
seals on the back axle. 

In February this year, the bus was 
collected from Corley and driven by road 
on trade plates by Martyn Hearson of 
Reliance Busworks to Stafford for final 
preparation prior to painting by Salts. 

This was the first time it had been out 
on the road under its own power since 
1969! Martyn brought the bus back to the 
museum at Aldridge in March. 

Bob had not been able to obtain the 
original logbook so during 2016 and 2017, 
with advice from Roger Burdett and 
Kevin Hill, I was able to 
track down records 


matching the engine and chassis 
numbers with those in the records for 
the registration number JOJ 222. Once 
these had been verified by the HCVS, 
the DVLA issued a new logbook with 
the original registration number. I have 
to say that I was very impressed with the 
DVLA which was very helpful and quick 
to respond during the process. 

In June, No 2222 was taxed and 
insured for road use for the first time since 
1969. Steve Evans applied transfers and 
numbers and the bus carried passengers 
for the first time in 37 years at the 
subsequent Aldridge Open day 

The bus is now fully roadworthy and 
following the exterior repaint, looks very 
impressive from the outside. The interior is 
largely original. It is still being worked on 
with the intention of tidying it up, keeping 
it as original as possible with original seats 
and coverings. The cab needs repainting 
and various items are missing — pedal 
boots, the mirror on the stairs and the 
front ventilator downstairs. There is also 
some minor work required in the rear 
wheel arches. This will be carried out over 
the course of the next few months. 

THANKS 

The restoration has been achieved with 
the help of many people who I would 
like to thank for their help, skills and 
encouragement. The list has to start 
with Bob Shaw, who has owned the bus 
much longer than I have, and who is still 
very much a partner in the vehicle. But 
for his stubbornness and commitment, 
2222 would have been broken up years 
ago. Jim Sheldon’s skills and generosity 
in working on the engine and 


Below: Standards at Wythall. PHILIP LAMB 

brakes to get the bus running provided a 
big incentive to get the rest of the work 
done. Roger Burdett’s well-known energy, 
enthusiasm and dynamism were also 
essential in progressing the work and I am 
very grateful for his help. I am also hugely 
grateful to Martin Fisher, Richard Gray, 
Kevin Hill, Barry Ware, Graham Ledger, 
Roger’s son Nick, Dave Parry, Martyn 
Hearson, Steve Evans for the work they 
have done on the bus and many others 
who freely provided their time, good 
advice and parts for the vehicle. 

































Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



sn 


An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 



DEWfMItY BIN MUSEUM 

AUTUMN OPEN DAY 

Sunday 19th November 2017 

10.30 am - 4.30 pm 

* Mystery Tours * Trade stalls * Tombola * Christmas raffle * Bus Museum Cafe * 

* Frequent free shuttle service from Dewsbury Town Centre (outside bus station) * 

Admission only £3.00 (children up to school year 6 - FREE!) 

includes Souvenir Programme containing all bus timetables and vehicle allocations 

You can order your programme in advance by post - send a cheque or postal order for £4 (includes p&p) to: 

47E Dale Street, Ossett, West Yorkshire, WF5 9HE 

Full details on: www.dewsburvbusmuseum.co.uk 

Telephone enquiries: 0844 504 0089 

EVENTS in 2018 

Sun 11 Mar: SPRING OPEN DAY * Sun 12 Aug: SUMMER SPECTACULAR * Sun18 Nov: AUTUMN OPEN DAY 

Registered Charity No. 702232 
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Birmingham in the 1960 s 

What better way to finish off our Birmingham Bonanza than to pay a return visit to the city 1960s style. 




Birmingham City Transport received its first postwar 
‘Standard’ buses in 1947, and by 1950 had received 425 exposed- 
radiator Daimlers with Metro-Cammell bodies. Three makes of 
engine had to be fitted (Daimler, Gardner and AEC). No 1911 is 
a CVG6 (Gardner 6LW) passing through Victoria Square on the 
cross-city 15/16 service in October 1967. Only one of these 425 
buses exists today —CVA6 (AEC 7.7-litre) No I486 at Wythall. 


The Birmingham ‘Standard’ body was updated in several ways 
in 1950, most noticeably with concealed radiators known as the 
‘New Look’ front. No 2730 is one of 438 Daimler CVD6 buses 
with Daimler’s own CD6 8.6-litre engine delivered between 1948 
and 1952; the last 250 having concealed radiators. Again only 
one now survives, No 2707 at Wythall. Here No 2730 is climbing 
the Bull Ring not long after its 1960s rebuilding. 
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The urgent need for new buses after World War 2 meant sourcing from several suppliers. Leyland had met a proportion of 
BCT’s needs since 1937 and was favoured with orders for 200 PD2s. The last 50, delivered in 1949/50, had Park Royal bodies that 
incorporated as many BCT features as possible within the supplier’s standard body shell. Many of these buses were allocated to 
Rosebery Street garage and used on the Dudley Road services operated jointly with Midland Red, such as the B82 to Bearwood. 
No 2206 leaves the city loading stop in Edmund Street in October 1967. Similar bus No 2222, owned by Nigel Stribley, has recently 
returned to the road. 
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This month s 
selection of 
older buses and 
coaches doing 
what they do best 
is presented by 
DAVID JUKES: 
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BF2I345 


McComb’s Coach Travel NNZ 
9784, a 1990 Alexander (Belfast) 
RH-bodied Leyland Olympian 
new to Dublin Bus as its RA40 
(90-D-I040) is operated on the 
Belfast City Tour in association 
with the City Sightseeing service. 
It is seen on 2 September at 
the tour’s start point in Castle 
Place. The same day found newer 
sister AXZ 6490, a Belfast City 
Sightseeing Volvo Olympian new 
to Dublin Bus in 1999 as its RV46I 
(99-D-46I), departing the St 
George’s Market stop. It is fitted 
with a wheelchair lift in place of 
its centre exit doors. Originating 
from this side of the Irish Sea 
is Diamond Leisure Transport 
BFZ 1345, a 1983 Roe bodied 
Leyland Olympian new to London 
Country as its LR45 (A 145 DPE), 
seen in the Titanic Quarter. 
Pictures: CHRIS SUGGITT 




























A Lothian Buses running day was held in conjunction with a Doors Open Day event on 23 September during which a selection of former Edinburgh 
Corporation and Lothian Regional Transport buses owned by the operator ran a shortened version of route 26. No 135 (FSC 182) is a 1949 
Metro-Cammell-bodied Daimler CV6G, one of 72 built to Birmingham City Transport design that were delivered in 1949/50. Behind is one of 
Lothian Buses’ current frontline vehicles, No 50 (BT64 LJK), a 2014 Volvo 7900H hybrid. Another of the ten heritage vehicles operating that day is 
No 667 (GSC 667X), a 1982 Alexander RH-bodied Leyland Olympian. Pictures: MARK SHILLINGLAW 


LOTHIAN GENERATIONS 
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PLYMOUTH TRANSPORT WEEKEND 

This Plymouth City Transport Preservation Group-organised event included a running day on 27 August. Taking part were the Group’s former 
Plymouth Citybus 131 (STK 13 IT), a 1979 Roe bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68A/IR and Ian McKnight’s former Stagecoach Manchester Magic Bus 
15032 (HI32 GVM), a 1991 Northern Counties-bodied Dennis Dominator new to Greater Manchester Buses Ltd as its No 2032. The Dominator was 
one of a ten-strong batch with turbocharged Gardner 6LXCT engines and Voith four-speed D854 gearboxes acquired for evaluation alongside ten 
Volvo Citybus and five Scania N113 double-deckers Pictures: WILLIAM SPENCER 































ROAMING WITH ROMEROUND ► 

Seen on a 26 May private hire 
is Romeround of Bournemouth 
A990 XAF, a 1984 Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Leyland Olympian 
new to North Devon as its No 
1819 in roofed form. It was soon 
sold to Wilts and Dorset where it 
became an open top convertible 
for the Sandbanks ferry services. 

The Olympian later passed to 
Flagfinders of Braintree which 
operated it on school contracts 
with the roof firmly attached but 
was sold in 2015 to Romearound 
of Bear Cross which returned the 
bus to open top configuration for 
private hire operation. 

Picture: CHRIS MARTIN 

CHICHESTER CENTENARY ▼ 

Passing along Chichester’s Avenue 
de Chartres on 20 September is 
Abertawe Travel A8 TEV, a 1998 
Irizar Century-bodied Scania 
Kl 13TRB new to Halcyon (East 
Yorkshire) and registered R278 
RRH. Picture: DAVID JUKES 





^ RED SKY AT GRANTHAM 

S. Greaves (trading as Premiere) 
of Nottingham Ml36 SKY, a 
1995 Van Hool Alizee-bodied 
Volvo BIOM new to Simmonds 
of Letchworth, has just arrived 
outside Grantham railway station 
to take up an emergency rail 
replacement duty on 5 August. 
Picture: DAVID MITCHELL 


^ EAST KENT 101 

The Friends of the East Kent- 
organised East Kent 101st 
Anniversary bus rally and running 
day was held in Deal on 9 
September. Laying over between 
free service duties is former 
East Kent YJG 807, a 1962 AEC 
Bridgemaster — one of three 
acquired to operate Dover local 
service 129, a busy route with a 
low bridge. 

Picture: PAUL TRIPTREE 
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The newest surviving Bristol RE is now restored and becoming a part of local folklore far away 
from its original Northern Ireland stamping ground. NICK LARKIN reports. 


Paul Waplington answers our most 
obvious question even before we ask it. 
Why has someone born and raised in 
Nottingham, and who fell in love with 
local buses from the age of three, become 
the owner of an Ulsterbus Bristol RE and 
a Leyland Tiger? 

‘At first it was just the sheer character of 
the RE,’ explained Paul, who passed his 
PSV test with Barton Transport in 1998 
and also drove for Skills and Dunn-Line 
among other operators before deciding it 
was time for a change of career becoming 
a lorry driver. 

A massive fan of Barton and 
Nottingham City Transport Leyland 
Leopards, Paul went on a trip to the 


Scottish Vintage Bus Museum at 
Lathalmond. ‘It was there that I first saw, 
and most importantly heard, an Ulsterbus 
RE in action and that was it. I was 
fascinated. I decided to buy one.’ 

The example Paul ended up acquiring 
was no ‘ordinary’ Northern Ireland RE, if 
there ever could be such a thing. Former 
Ulsterbus 2599, new in 1983, is, because 
sister bus 2600 was destroyed in one of 
the terrorist attacks which blighted the 
Province for so many years, the newest 
Bristol RE to survive anywhere. 

‘I later got to meet more and more 
people who knew about Ulsterbus and 
came to realise that it has always been a 
unique operator,’ added Paul. 


ULSTERBUS AND THE RE 

No operator on earth ever had the day-to- 
day problems experienced by Ulsterbus 
during the Northern Ireland ‘Troubles’. 

Some 1100 buses from this undertaking 
and Citybus, the former Belfast 
Corporation fleet incorporated in 1973, 
were destroyed by terrorist action, and 
around a dozen staff lost their lives. 

Terrorist hijackings of vehicles and 
attacks on buses and depots were 
commonplace. The conflict also meant a 
massive reduction in people using evening 
services, especially in Belfast. 

Incredibly, against this background, 
Ulsterbus had been expected to make 
a profit since it had been set up in 1967 
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as the restructured bus operations of 
the previous Northern Ireland Road 
Transport Board, which had previously 
turned in a major loss. 

Bus company managers tend not to be 
household names but Ulsterbus Managing 
Director Werner Heubeck defied this and 
so many other conventions. 

Born in Nuremburg in 1923, Mr 
Heubeck served with the Luftwaffe 
before becoming a prisoner of war and 
eventually a British citizen. His wartime 
experiences meant he was not scared to 
personally carry suspect bombs from 
Ulsterbus vehicles, not always being 
certain that they were hoax devices. 

His fearless nature meant there was no 
problem in telling British Leyland what 
they could do when, in the mid-1970s the 
manufacturer decided to withdraw the 
much-loved Bristol RE from the home 



market. He simply offered an ultimatum. 
Ulsterbus would be buying Bristol REs . . . 
or Mercedes. 

Leyland sheepishly designated Northern 
Ireland an export market, so both 
Ulsterbus and Citybus could still get their 
REs alongside the Christchurch Transport 
Board. The last arrived in 1983. 

Mr Heubeck, who commanded 
enormous respect from his workforce, was 
awarded the OBE, for services to transport 
in 1977. We reckon defending the RE must 
have played a part! Ulsterbus also built up 
a substantial fleet of Leyland Leopards. 

The first of 620 Bristol REs delivered 
new to Ulsterbus and Citybus came with 
a batch of 20 Leyland-powered RELL6Ls 
bought for Londonderry city services in 
1968 following the successful evaluation 
of Bristol’s own demonstrator LAE 770E. 
Belfast-based bus body builder Potter had 
won the bodywork contract with a stylish 
design to Ulsterbus spec, but confusingly 
these bodies were actually built by 
Alexander in Falkirk to Potter design. 

Potter would eventually become Walter 
Alexander (Belfast) Limited, and would 
build the next batch of REs, 28 dual-door 
examples, which, following the realisation 
that Gardner-engined Bristols would be 
fine for Ulsterbus’ needs arrived in 1975, 
followed by another 15 in 1976/77 and 
then several other major batches. 

Alongside Leyland Leopards, the 
uniquely designed REs were the backbone 
of Ulsterbus rolling stock. Rugged, 
relatively simple and with excellent 
Gardner fuel economy, they were ideal. 

All other RE deliveries (205 buses) 
would be single-door with 52 seats and 


room for 24 standing, certainly making 
the most of available capacity. 

The REs, with their unique body design 
would remain a feature of both Ulsterbus 
and Citybus operations until the last were 
withdrawn from service on 28 February 
2004. 

Many had completed 20 years hard 
use but the RE story still hadn’t ended in 
Northern Ireland as cross-border operator 
Lough Swilly would continue to operate 
ex-Ulsterbus examples for another three 
years. 

Main picture: Preserved on the UK 
Mainland Alexander (Belfast)-bodied 
Bristol RELL6G Ulsterbus 2599 (BXI 
2599) was a regular on the service from 
Coleraine to Ballycastle. NICK LARKIN 

Above: No 2599 duping its days in service 
in Northern Ireland. 

2599 GROUP COLLECTION 

Below: Battery box had to be rebuilt. 

2599 GROUP 
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Ulsterbus specified an absolutely no 
frills when it came to the interior. 


Cab features include a mechanical 
handbrake and no power steering. 


Underfloor Gardner offers excellent 
economy. All: NICK LARKIN 


Many of the vehicles would also live on in 
preservation not only in Northern Ireland 
but also the UK mainland. Several passed to 
UK dealers such as Mike Nash and Wealden 
PSV. Some saw limited use as works buses. 

We must also mention that as well as the 
REs bought new, the massive destruction 
of Ulsterbus and Citybus vehicles through 
terrorism led to around 115 ECW-bodied 
examples being acquired secondhand 
from the National Bus Company, 
including former United, Ribble, West 
Yorkshire and Eastern National vehicles. 

ULSTERBUS 2599 

New in 1983, Ulsterbus 2599 (BXI2599) 
entered service at Coleraine depot, where 
it would spent the next 21 years, much of 
this time working on the 172 (Coleraine- 
Ballycastle). 

Upon withdrawal, the bus initially 
passed to Ulsterbus employee David 
Clarke before making its way across the 
Irish Sea to Surrey-based dealer/enthusiast 
Mike Nash, who eventually sold BXI 2599 
to Paul Waplington. 

Paul and colleagues went to collect the 
bus, which had been standing for seven 
years, in 2014. Recalled Paul: ‘About 


four miles into the journey back the bus 
decided to stop. We managed to coax it 
to Clackett Lane Services on the M25, 
brimmed the tank and it never missed a 
beat. It was obviously a fuel thing,’ he said. 

The first task was the to fit the RE with 
new tyres, during which a wheel stud was 
broken. The man who came to fit it was 
Gary Crosby, who ran Transit Express in 
Nottingham, and is now a mobile bus fitter, 
working on preserved vehicles, and also 
drives buses and coaches on a freelance 
basis. Gary has been involved with the 
bus ever since, playing a major part in 
the restoration, including tacking rot to 
the front crossmember under the driver’s 
seat. The end section was cut out and an 
oversized sleeve fitted and bolted on. 

The exhaust manifold was split, needing 
attention, and the battery box was stripped 
and rebuilt, the floor above it requiring 
some attention. Several major oil leaks also 
had to be attended to. The hinges on the 
side panels of the bus were plastic and had 
deteriorated, so replacement was necessary. 

A major problem occurred during the 
brake reline, when the anchor pins were 
seized in. Use of an oxy-acetylene torch 
was the only solution. 


Paintwork was carried out by Wyvern 
Omnibus with Lee Hobson providing 
the graphics. The bus needed little work 
inside, though the floor was repainted. 

Finally the RE was MoT’d and attended 
the Peak Park Rally at Rowsley in 
Derbyshire. The bus has attended many 
events since, but the story doesn’t end 
there. 

ENTERATIGER 

Paul now has a second significant 
Ulsterbus vehicle also acquired from 
Mike Nash — 1990 Leyland Tiger, 

RXI 3321, which carries the prototype 
Alexander Q-Type body. This bus spent 
17 years at Antrim depot. Currently under 
restoration, it will hopefully be the subject 
of a future article. 

Meanwhile the RE has been making 
friends. The bus created so much interest 
that the Ulsterbus 2599 Group was 
formed, which now has 476 Facebook 
members. 

A highlight of the RE’s preservation 
career was taking the bus back to 
Northern Ireland for the 50th year of 
Ulsterbus celebrations, even running 
along the 172 route. ‘We received a 
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fantastic welcome and even took the 
trophy for the best Gardner-engined bus 
at the event/ said Paul. 

The bus is now a regular sight around 
Nottingham, where it is becoming part of 
local folklore. ‘People stop in their tracks. 
There are a lot of people from Northern 
Ireland living in Nottingham — they can’t 
believe what they are seeing!’ 

A run out in the bus for our pictures 
confirmed this, the RE making the 
finest of noises associated with these 
vehicles, the five-speed gearbox tackling 
Nottingham hills with ease. 

Ulsterbus often stated that it could put 
a new bus on the road for a fraction of 


the cost of other operators and we can 
see why. Despite this being a 1983 vehicle 
there are no pointless fripperies such as 
power steering. There’s even a mechanical 
handbrake. The seats have moulded 
fibreglass backs which are actually much 
more comfortable than they look. 

Paul is definitely not the type of owner 
with a ‘keep off it’s mine’ attitude. He 
positively encourages everyone to get on 
board and enjoy. Concludes Paul: ‘What 
we love about the whole thing is the 
welcome we get wherever we go, and the 
enjoyment people get from the bus. We’ve 
all ended up with what we call the 2599 
grin.’ 


Above: Rear body styling is a common 
feature of Ulsterbus REs and Leyland 
Leopards. 

Above inset, top to bottom: 

There's no mistaking an RE! 

Fleetnumber shows Coleraine depot 
allocation. 

The RE is dedicated to friend of the 
group and RE enthusiast, the late Tony 
Challons. 

Below left: Ulsterbus RE crew from the 
left: owner Paul Waplington with Gary 
Crosby and David Nightingale holding 
the cup awarded for the best Gardner- 
engined vehicle at Ulsterbus 50. 

All: NICK LARKIN 


REs NEW TO ULSTERBUS 


Year 

Fleet No 

Registration 

Notes 

1968 

9051-70 

9051-70 UZ 

RELL6L 

1975 

3001-28 

JOI 3001-28 

RELL6G 

1975 

2029-40 

JOI 3029-40 

RELL6G 

1976/77 

2121-35 

MOI 201-35 

RELL6G 

1977/78 

2171-210 

POI 2171-210 

RELL6G 

1978/79 

2231-70 

ROI 2312-70 

RELL6G 

1979 

2271-305 

TOI 2271-305 

RELL6G 

1979/80 

2361-400 

UOI 2361-400 

RELL6G 

1980/81 

2341-60 

WOI 2341-60 

RELL6G 

1982/83 

2581-600 

BXI 2581-600 

RELL6G 
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Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 



Our trip back in time 
this month takes us to 
Northern Ireland in the 


Above: Seen at Carrickfergus depot are a variety of types operated by Ulsterbus at the time. Nearest the camera is 1988 Alexander 
(Belfast) N-type-bodied Leyland Tiger 1183 (NXI 1183). This former 53-seater exists today as a towbus at Newcastle depot. No 158 
(UOI 9158) represents the large fleet of Leyland Leopards with Alexander (Belfast) X-type bodywork. Dating from 1980 this dual- 
purpose saloon survives in preservation. Also in view are an Alexander (Belfast) Q-bodied Leyland Tiger and a Van Hool-bodied coach. 
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Opposite, bottom: The 

bodywork fitted to the vast 
fleet of Ulsterbus and Citybus 
Bristol REs was designed by 
established Belfast builder 
Potters, but was put into 
production by Alexanders 
which took over Potters at 
that time. The style became 
unofficially known as the ‘X* 
type and was also fitted to 
the many Leyland Leopards 
taken into stock in the 1980s. 
Seen here is Ulsterbus 2250 
(ROI 2250), one of 40 ROI- 
registered Bristol RELL6Gs 
new in 1978/79. 

This page, clockwise from top 
left: Newtownabbey depot’s 
Bristol RELL6G Citybus 2481 
(XOI 2481) was new in 1982. 
Following withdrawal, this 
bus saw later service with St 
Malachy’s School in Dublin. 

Demonstrating the Citybus 
practice of employing 
continental-style roof- 
mounted advertising boards 
is 2491 (XOI 2491), a 1982 
Bristol RELL6G. 

Operating out of Falls Park, 
Bristol RELL6G Citybus 
2516 (XOI 2516) saw service 
between 1983 and 2003, 
passing to Lough Swilly upon 
withdrawal. Reregistered 83 
DL 1655, this RE was finally 
withdrawn in 2006 and sold 
for scrap the following year. 

Alexander (Belfast) built both 
‘N’ and ‘Q’ bodywork on the 
Leyland Tiger, the two styles 
differing mainly at the front 
end. Seen here is Q-type 2665 
(VXI 2665), a 1991 Leyland 
Tiger destined to see later 
service with Amro Film 
Facilities Approaching the 
Tiger are a brace of Citybus 
RELL6Gs, Nos 2492 (XOI 
2492), new in 1982 and 1986- 
built 2556 (AXI 2556). 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Looking very smart in Belfast 
city centre is N-type 1178 
(MXI 3178) preparing to 
depart for Greenisland. 

Another N-type Ulsterbus 
1328 (RXI 3328) is a dual- 
purpose example new in 
1990. It is seen here bound for 
Kilroot. 

A relatively small number of 
Q-type bodies were supplied 
on Volvo BIOM chassis. New 
in 1994, No 1526 (DAZ 1526) 
was to see latter-day service 
with Newline Bus Ministries. 

Low-floor buses first came 
to Belfast in the shape of 
Alexander Ultra-bodied Volvo 
BIOLs represented here by 
No 2737 (LAZ 2737), which 
had been new in 1997. 
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visit our sales stand , we will be at the following events 
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ALDENHAM Saturday 4 November Transport Spectacular 

LINCOLN Sunday 5 November LVVS Open Day 

DEWSBURY Sunday 19 November Bus Museum Autumn Open & Running Day 

BIRMINGHAM NEC Sat/Sun 25/26 November Warley Model Railway Exhibition 
MANCHESTER Sat/Sun 2/3 December Museum of Transport Christmas Cracker 

ROTHERHAM Sunday 10 December Transport bazaar 


024 7661 6930 


Can’t make these dates? 
Then why not make an 
appointment to visit us? 


Call us NOW! 
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The seventh Wiston Steam Rally, held on 8/9 July, included quality line-ups of buses and coaches. 
DAVID and GRACE JUKES report on the first day’s attractions. 
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We were very kindly invited 
to make our first visit to the 
Wiston Steam Rally (held at 
Wiston Park, near Steyning 
in West Sussex) by Chris 
Pearce of the Southdown 
Historic Vehicles Group. 

Chris planned to showcase 
the Leyland Titan PD2 with 
five of the type present on the 
Saturday alongside four Titan 
PD3s from the Southdown, 
Southend Corporation and 
Jones of Maesteg fleets. 

Local operator 
Southern Transit was 
also well represented; 
three Routemasters were 
accompanied by a further 
Titan (of the rear-engined TN 



variety), representatives from 
its frontline fleet and a recently 
acquired normal-control 
American school bus. Other 
preserved buses and coaches 
were presented by their 
individual owners or owning 
groups to augment the vibrant 
line-ups overlooking the event 
arena, with more anticipated to 
attend the following day. 

The Steam Rally is an event 
with something for everyone. 
Alongside the numerous 
working steam engines were 
displays of preserved tractors, 
cars, motorcycles, commercial 
and military vehicles. Other 
attractions included a wide 
variety of sales, craft and 


display stands, not to mention 
a working area within which 
period plant and machinery 
was demonstrated. Arena 
events took place at regular 
intervals to showcase most of 
the different vehicles types 
present. 

Those who enjoy being 
spun and swung were able 
to partake of the many 
fairground rides available at 
additional cost. More sedate 
entertainment was provided 
by mechanical organs — the 
115-key Verbeeck Centenary 
Organ dating from 1984 
played an eclectic selection 
covering the classical, pop and 
rock genres. 


We were most impressed by 
the standard of housekeeping; 
drinking water was freely 
available from standpipes 
around the site and the 
portable toilets kept clean and 
hygienic throughout the day. 
The idyllic location was not 
spoiled by litter either — any 
dropped by less discerning 
visitors was swiftly picked by 
the event stewards. 

Upper left: Recently acquired 
from Cumbria Classic 
Coaches by Michael Sayers 
for continued preservation 
is former Lancashire United 
Transport No 440 (MTJ 84), a 
1951 Roe-bodied Guy Arab III. 
The journey from Cumbria to 
its new Chichester home was 
completed by two drivers in 
eleven hours. 

Lower left: Recently acquired 
by Southern Transit following 
use on a university campus 
service in Aberdeen is V875 
LYS, a typical American 
normal-control school bus 
built by Bluebird in 2000. 

Left: David Good’s pair of 
former London Transport 
buses: RT3775 (NLE 882), a 
1953 Park Royal-bodied AEC 
Regent III 0961 RT and RM349 
(WLT 349), a I960 AEC 
Routemaster. 
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. . . and half a dozen of the other. Six Leyland Titan PDs (five 
PD2s and a single PD3) were lined up with six Routemasters 
after the public had departed. From the left we see: RMs 349, 
116 and 2179, Eastbourne 73, Southport 106, Maidstone & 
District DH400, Salford 281, Wigan 140, Fowlers CJN 441C 
(the PD3), RMLs 2660 and 2569 and RMAII. 
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In short a most enjoyable and 
recommended day out for 
the whole family (hence the 


slightly different rally report 
to those usually featured). 
Our thanks to Chris Pearce 


and the Sussex Steam Shows 
Committee, plus Dave 
Norgrove, David Good, Rob 


and Matt for assisting the 
multiple bus line-ups at the 
day’s end. 

Left: An all-Southdown 
Historic Vehicle Group line-up 
consisting of Stratford Blue 
62 (HAC 628D), a Marshall¬ 
bodied Leyland Leopard L2, 
and Southdown 294 (FCD 
294D) and 416 (416 DCD), 
both Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland Titan PD3/4s, 
516 (UUF II6J), an Eastern 
Coach Works-bodied Bristol 
VRT/SL2, and 122 (BUF 
I22C), a Marshall-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PSU3/IR. 
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Above: Lucky Seven. Movement of former Thomas (Llnfi) of Maesteg Massey-bodied Leyland Titan PD3/4 YTG 304 to the far end 
provided this fine line-up of seven half-cab Leyland Titans. Also present from the right are: Fowlers of Holbeach (new to Southend 
Corporation) Massey-bodied Leyland Titan PD3/6 CJN 44IC, Wigan Corporation Massey-bodied Leyland Titan PD2/37 140 (DEK 
3D), Salford Corporation Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland Titan PD2/40 281 (JRJ 28IE), Maidstone & District all-Leyland Titan 
PD2/I2 DH400 (NKT 896), Southport all-Leyland Titan PD2/3 106 (GFY 406), and Eastbourne East Lancs-bodied Leyland Titan 
PD2A/30 73 (BJK673D). Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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Showbus International returned to Donington Park on Sunday 1 7 September where both the entry and parking 
arrangements for visiting buses and coaches were much improved compared with the first event there in 2016. 
Stalls were located in a better area of the site and catering and toilet facilities were enhanced. Despite some heavy 
showers the bulk of the day was dry. SIMON GILL brings us a selection of the entries that took part. 



Stiif/SLie 




Above: Visiting from the Isle of Man was MMN 400G. New to Yorkshire Traction as its No 99 (E99 AAK) in 1988 it was the last 
MCW Metroliner double-deck coach to be built. A 400GT variant, it is now resident at Jurby Transport Museum. 



Below: Nottingham City Transport 666 (ARC 666T), a Leyland 
Atlantean AN68A/1R with Northern Counties dual-door body 
to the operator’s one-off design is shown arriving during the 
morning. It is part of the Nottingham Transport Heritage 
Centre collection. 


























bromwjch corporation 


Above: Winner of the prize for the top 
double-deck bus was West Bromwich 
174 (GEA 174), a Daimler CVG6 with 
Weymann bodywork. Built in 1952, it is a 
resident at the Black Country Museum. 


Right: A newcomer to the rally scene in 
2017 is Derby City Transport 153 (E153 
BTO), a Volvo Citibus with Northern 
Counties bodywork new in 1988, smartly 
turned out in DCT livery. 


Below: An entry in the 110 years of 
Plaxton celebration was Barton 866 (866 
HAL), a 1961 AEC Reliance 2MU3RV with 
an early Plaxton Panorama 41-seat body. 


Below right: A rare coach entered by 
Moseley (PCV) and probably the only 
survivor of a once quite common type 
was GEX 790Y, a Bova Europa coach new 
in 1983 to Bird, Hunstanton. It is part of 
a small collection of vehicles preserved 
by the late Vin Moseley who introduced 
the type to the UK. 
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Above: Pictured at Skipton bus station from the left are: Chesterfield 1982 Plaxton Supreme V-bodied Leyland Tiger 283 URB, 
open-top Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean in Bronte livery and First West Yorkshire Alexander Royale-bodied Volvo Olympian 
in 125 Years of Buses in Huddersfield livery. JAMES LOMAX 


Sunday 8 October saw this year's Yorkshire 
Dales running day take place in Skipton. 
Here we bring you some highlights. 
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Above: Haslingden No 2 (KTJ 502), a Leyland PS I /1 with Burlingham bodywork was one of four Tigers new to the undertaking in 
1949. GRAHAM LOMAX 
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Above: West Yorkshire CPI (FWW 596), a Duple Vista-bodied Bedford OB modified for use on city of York sightseeing tours passes 
recently restored 1927 Blythe & Berwick all- Leyland Lion in Coach Street car park. JAMES LOMAX 



Above: Bristol KSW6B KNV 337, United 
Counties 964 masquerading as a West 
Yorkshire vehicle threads Skipton High Street 
pursued by a Black Prince Mercedes-Benz 
405. JAMES LOMAX 

Above right: Beautifully presented in poppy 
red, Leyland Olympian Ribble 2101 
(GFR I0IW) is seen on Keighley Road 
approaching Skipton bus station. 

JAMES LOMAX 

Right: Representing late-lamented local 
operator, Pennine of Gargrave is R7I7 
RWC, a 9.8m Dennis Dart with Plaxton 
Pointer bodywork, new to Stagecoach East 
London in October 1997 as its PDI7. It later 
passed to Stagecoach Manchester, where it 
was numbered 367 and later 32367. It was 
acquired by Pennine in 2008. GRAHAM LOMAX 
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Quantock’s latest acquisition is an East Kent Beadle rebuild — it’s already out and about! 



BEADLE REBUILDS 

Established coachbuilder John C. Beadle 
(Coachbuilders) Ltd of Dartford, Kent 
resumed production following the end 
of World War 2 building both on new 
chassis and on refurbished prewar chassis 
to meet the postwar demand for new 
vehicles. Lookalike bodies, for example, 
to basically standard ECW designs 
were built for a number of Tilling fleets 
operators, in particular Western National. 

Wartime experience of aircraft 
production and a remaining supply of 
aluminium extrusions, the company 
developed specialist skills in building 
integral (chassisless) alloy single-deckers 
fitted with running units salvaged from 
older vehicles. 

Prototypes were produced between 
1945 and 1947, an initial production 
batch being supplied to Lincolnshire 
Road Car. Further examples were 
supplied to other Tilling companies. 


In 1950 Beadle was contracted to 
build a total of 73 integrals coaches for 
Maidstone & District using reclaimed 
AEC and Leyland running units. The 
refurbished chassis were cut in two, 
forming two sub-frames capable of being 
built into a re-enforced body structure. 
The axles and fuel filler cap are inset, as 
the body is 8ft wide, whilst the running 
units originated in a 7ft 6in chassis. 

The resultant cheap and not 
unattractive full-fronted coach attracted 
the attention of other BET operators. 
Production really took off, and by the 
time production ceased in 1954, 213 units 
had been produced. Other customers 
included Southdown, East Yorkshire, 
Potteries, Yorkshire Traction, Yorkshire 
Woollen, Northern General/ 
Wakefields, Birch Bros and East 
Kent. A further two TD4s were 
rebuilt in the same style for Austins 
of Woodseaves. 


Suffering severe vehicle shortages, the 
chassis of three prewar Leyland TD5 
double-deckers, (AJG 1-3), were sent to 
Beadles to be returned as 35-seat coaches 
in 1952, East Kent becoming an early 
customer for what have become known in 
more recent times as ‘Beadle rebuilds’. 

A further 25 TD5 chassis were similarly 
treated in 1952, re-registered GFN 256- 
80, including the subject of this feature, 
GFN 273. The breed was long-lived with 
many examples lasting in service well into 
the 1960s. 


The Weavers Arms at Fillongley in 
Warwickshire’s maroon and cream 


colours match perfectly Quantock 
Heritages latest acquisition, East Kent 
Beadle rebuild GFN 273. 


Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 
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Above: GFN 273 passes the Manor House 
public house. In later East Kent service, 
the Beadles wore cream roofs. 


Upper left: Don’t leave your head behind! 


Lower left: The South Coast Express was 
jointly operated by East Kent, Southdown 
and Royal Blue and ran daily between. 
Margate to Bournemouth. 


Left: Front bulkhead was not a feature of 
all vehicles. 
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GFN 273 

Withdrawn by East Kent in 1964, the 
coach passed into non-PSV use at Herne 
Bay in 1966 and acquired for preservation 
in 1972. Several preservationist owners 
followed, GFN 273 was acquired by 
Quantock Heritage in 2016 following a 
period in storage. 

Extensive efforts, and indeed expense, 
have been required to get the necessary 
parts to build a fully reconditioned prewar 
Leyland 8.6-litre engine. 

The body shell, being aluminium is in 
very good condition, and has been treated 
to a full repaint. The interior remains 
original with lots of polished wood and 
art deco fittings, a rather fine poster on 
the front bulkhead referring to the Kent 
& Sussex coast as the English ‘Grande 
Corniche!’ 

Our thanks to Roger Burdett, Stephen 
Morris and Peter Snowden for their 
assistance with this feature. 


Above: Flashback to Herne Bay in the late-1990s. GFN 273 leads sister FFN 446. This 
coach was withdrawn in 1964 passing to a church group in Perivale, London in 1966. 
They were both acquired for preservation in 1972. 


BEADLE REBUILDS 1950-54 ON AEC AND LEYLAND TD/TS CHASSIS 


Date 

Operator 

Units 

Running units 

Notes 

1950 

Maidstone & District 

1 

AEC 


1951 

Maidstone & District 

72 

AEC, Leyland TD4/TD5 


1951 

Potteries 

10 

Leyland TS8 


1951 

East Kent 

3 

Leyland TD5 


1952 

East Yorks hi re 

10 

Leyland TD4 


1952 

Wakefields Motors 

6 

AEC 


1952 

Southdown 

20 

Leyland TS8 


1952 

East Kent 

20 

Leyland TD5 


1952 

Birch Bros 

1 

Leyland TS7 


1953 

Yorkshire Traction 

3 

Leyland TS8 


1953 

Yorkshire Woollen 

10 

Leyland TS7/TS8 


1953 

Southdown 

15 

Leyland TS7/TS8 


1953 

Northern General 

10 

AEC 


1953 

Maidstone & District 

3 

Leyland TS7 

Short length 

1953/4 

Southdown 

15 

Leyland TS8 

Short length 

1954 

Wakefields Motors 

2 

AEC 


1954 

Austin, Woodseaves 

2 

Leyland TD4 


TOTAL 


213 



Right: Philip Thorne’s Maidstone & 
District C0252 (OKP 980) once served 
in the operational fleet. Set aside for 
preservation following withdrawal, a 
splendid restoration was completed in 
2006. 

Far right: In preservation for several 
decades, Bob Gray’s Southdown 1450 
(MUF 488) spent its final years in 
service as a bus for which duties it was 
renumbered 888. 
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The final restoration 


SIMON GILL brings us the final part of the fascinating story behind the restoration 
ofTodmorden Joint Omnibus Committee Leyland Tiger TS6 No 15 (YG 7831). 


PART© 


As we discovered last month, Todmorden 
Joint Omnibus Committee was a loyal 
Leyland customer but its 1934 Leyland 
Tiger TS6 with Northern Counties body, 
No 15 (YG 7831), spent most of its life 
as a cut-down tow-bus. That changed 
following owner, Mike Sutcliffe’s, decision 
to restore it in original condition, a 
process that started in 2006 and took 
place at his home workshop most 
Saturdays over the next 11 years. But 
where did all the parts come from? 

EAST MIDLAND CHASSIS FRAME 

When converted into a tow-bus, 
Todmorden JOC shortened YG 7831’s 
wheelbase by 4ft, removed the rear 
propshaft, and chopped the back off 
behind the rear spring hangers. Finding 
a similar Tiger TS6 chassis frame would 
be no easy matter but Mike discovered 
that former East Midland Motor Services 


BIO (BAL 610), a Willowbrook rebodied 
Leyland Tiger TS7 of 1935, still existed. 
This originally carried a Brush body, but 
was rebodied in 1948 and renumbered 
N10 the following year. Following 
withdrawal in 1956 it saw non-PSV use 
with Hales Home Bakeries, Clevedon, 
before passing into preservation in 1963. 
Having passed through the hands of 
several preservationists and kept in outside 
storage, the body deteriorated badly before 
a technical college in Hull acquired it as a 
restoration project. It dismantled much of 
it and lost several parts before the project 
failed and the bus ended up in a scrap yard. 

After being advertised for sale, Mike 
bought BAL 610, the only remaining 
bodywork being the floor and part of 
the bulkhead. The radiator and some 
mechanical parts had also gone. As the 
Tiger TS6 and TS7 chassis frames are 
identical, Mike completely dismantled 


BAL 610’s chassis using the frame only to 
return YG 7831 to full length. 

All TS6 mechanical components 
including axles, 8.6 litre diesel engine, 
crash gearbox, controls, vacuum brakes 
etc were checked, overhauled and 
transferred to the replacement frame, 
which was re-numbered ‘4829’ as carried 
by the TS6. Whilst work concentrated on 
the chassis the body stood on a water tank 
and trolley in the garage waiting its turn. 

STOCKPORT DOME 

One of the biggest challenges was 
reconstructing the rear dome that had 
been removed upon conversion to a 
tow-bus. Mike discovered that Northern 

Todmorden Leyland Tiger No 15 
(YG 7831) with Mike’s first Leyland 
restoration, Todmorden Leyland G No 
14 (C 2367) peeping out of his garage. 

SIMON GILL 
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Right: Chassis plate showing 
the correct chassis number 
4829. SIMON GILL 

Far right: Pistons top rings 
were burnt away so had to be 
replaced. A con-rod was also 
bent. MIKE SUTCLIFFE 


Below: Replacement chassis 
frame in the foreground 
with original body ready for 
mounting. MIKE SUTCLIFFE 
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Counties had partly copied the design 
used by Leyland at that time. John Hunt 
of Sheffield had rescued a Leyland body 
(there was no chassis) from Stockport 
Leyland Tiger TS3, No 162 (JA 1468), 
which was one of six with dual-door 
bodies purchased in 1930. John 
dismantled the body in sections which he 
kept at the former Sheffield Bus Museum 
in the hope that he would eventually find 
a suitable chassis but that never transpired. 

Unfortunately, when John died the 
parts were going to be scrapped, so Mike 
acquired the rear dome, half-drop window 


fittings and ventilators. When he went to 
collect the parts, the dome would not fit 
in his van so he had to cut it in half. This 
was not the disaster it might seem, as the 
Leyland body was 3in wider at the top 
compared with the Northern Counties 
body, which tapered in by this amount, 
so Mike cut a ‘ V’ out of the roof before 
reassembly which did the trick. 

The restoration team comprising Steve 
Elliott, his son Craig and Mike’s son, 
Ricky, set about the task of rebuilding 
the bodywork. Mike’s previous projects 
had all been timber-framed so YG 


7831’s tapered metal cladding over the 
timber pillar framework proved more 
complicated than they had been used 
to, as did the metal flitches joining the 
sides to the roof. Luckily Steve is an 
engineer so he did all the metalwork. 
The body was transferred back onto the 
refurbished chassis, but with no plans 
available, the missing’ portion between 
the front windows and the rear dome 
was constructed by copying the first two 
window bays. This worked out exactly. 
The rear quarter panels were made from 
scratch using timber patterns. 
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Stockport TS3 rear dome — just the job! 


Stockport TS3 rear dome fitted with as much Timber pattern constructed to 
filler as aluminium! shape rear corner panel. 


INTERIOR 

With only a few original seats, new 
examples were built to the same pattern 
using traditional materials including 
timber frames, spring interiors and 
horsehair. A colleague with a Todmorden 


Leyland PD2 kindly arranged for 
original pattern moquette to be woven by 
Holdsworths, the seats being covered by a 
local upholsterer. 

The ceiling is constructed from match 
boarding and covered with single duck, 


painted with buff then white lead paint. 
The interior is finished with Lionide 
obtained by Mike as a result of sharing a 
roll with Colin Billington. Green lining 
was painted on the Lionide with acrylic 
paint using Mike’s dining room table — 




Left: Front part of the body from the third bay to the rear dome was 
copied in order to recreate remainder of body. 

Above: Rear body showing match boarding on roof. 

Below left: An original seat showing the method of construction with 
wooden frame, springs, horsehair and moquette. 

Below: New seat frames under construction. All: MIKE SUTCLIFFE 
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Top: Offside with illuminated 
semaphore indicator 
deployed. 


Above: Interior looking 
forward. 

Above right: Front bulkhead 
including the cut-away into 
the driver’s cab which is not 
original but existed when No 
15 was converted into a tow- 
bus. 

Right: Driver’s eye view of the 
cab interior which is more 
refined than some buses of 
the period. All: SIMON GILL 
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far easier than trying to do it upside down 
inside the bus. Interior light fittings 
were obtained from the Autojumble at 
Beaulieu, Paul Banbury kindly providing 
a pneumatic bell from a Leicester tram. 
Paul also supplied a bell push which came 
from a Leicester City Transport Leyland 
Tiger TS7 with Metro-Cammell body. As 
Mike needed four, he had three more cast 
from this original one. 

FINISHING TOUCHES 

All exterior painting and varnishing 
was carried out by Mike, the standard 
being exceptionally high. All original door 
furniture has been re-chromed. Some 
Todmorden JOC transfers were obtained 


from West Yorkshire PTA, whilst Mike 
and a friend carried out signwriting by 
hand. 

A nice touch on the rear panel is the 
prewar PSV licence plate ‘2156 B’. Under 
this is the spare wheel frame which came 
from a Leyland lorry and comes out on 
a wheel track when required. Although 
flashing direction indicators have been 
incorporated at the back, self-cancelling 
semaphores are located on the foremost 
pillars on each side. 

Mike’s final project has now been 
finished and, just like his first, is also a 
Todmorden bus. The TS6 took far longer 
than any of Mike’s other projects, but 
he was in no rush and, like all his other 


Above: Rear nearside. Anyone for 
Lumbutts? 

Below left: Leyland 8.6-litre diesel sounds 
as nice as it looks! 

Below: Driver’s eye view of the cab 
interior which is more refined than some 
buses of the period. All: SIMON GILL 

restorations, the completed bus is superb. 
No 15 made its first public appearance 
at the annual Leyland Society Gathering 
which took place at The Shuttleworth 
Collection, Old Warden on 9 July. A 
special thank you to Mike and Pat for 
their hospitality and to Mike for his help 
with information and pictures for this 
feature. 
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FREE Open Day Sun 10th December t 

Bus rides, Visit Santa, Fundraising Stalls, Tombola and refreshments 

Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity. The Heritage Bus Depot. 

Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF Open 10am - 4pm 


Soak up a little transport nostalgia / learn about our aims, and 
maybe even enlist as a new volunteer. We are working towards 
developing a centre for restoration excellence in Nottinghamshire, 
whilst continuing to operate the depot as a working heritage bus 
garage. Volunteers are gradually restoring the fabric of the art 
deco bus garage, whilst others work on vehicle projects and 
background tasks. 

Want to know more - then come along for a look around ! Please 
use public transport or the NET tram to visit us. 

Follow us on FACEBOOK for latest news, events & trips. 
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Limited Edition Mugs produced by Transport Nostalgia to help raise 
funds for the Charity. Available on a first come first served basis 

LIMITED AVAILABILITY - ORDERTODAY 

£5.50 each plus £3.50 P&P. We can post 2 mugs for one P&P. 
Alternatively they can be collected by arrangement when available. 



WANTED 

To support our efforts to raise 
funds, towards the renovation of 
our traditional art deco style bus 
depot, built in 1936, we ask for help. 

We welcome donations in all forms, 
including those of surplus models, 
books & Transport Items. 

We also welcome hands on 
volunteers prepared to assist. 


email - enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 


www.nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 


Registered Charity No.1155404 























VAN HOOL 

First arriving in the British Isles in numbers in 1970, products of Belgian coachbuilder Van Hool are now a familiar 
sight everywhere. As is the case with other builders, Van Hool’s designs to find favour in the UK and Ireland have 
evolved over the years with Vistadomes giving way to 300s which in turn lead to the immergence of the short-lived 
Aragon, itself soon superseded by the T9-series vehicles which remain amongst the world’s most popular coaches. 

In this feature we take a look at some of the early Van Hool coaches seen in the British Isles. 



Van Hool first came to our shores in 1966 when Ellen Smith 
imported a pair of Leyland Royal Tiger Worldmasters with very 
‘continental’-looking coachwork, but another four years were 
to pass before further coaches would be imported, initially 
to the Republic of Ireland in the shape of 37 Leyland Royal 
Tiger Worldmasters and Leopards rebodied with Vistadome 
coachwork for CIE. Nine newly built Leopards were also 
included in the influx. Seen here in 1984 is WVH8 (HZD 587), 
which originally entered service in 1963 with a CIE-built body. 
WVH8 would finally be withdrawn in 1985. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Towards the end of the year, further Vistadomes arrived on the 
other side of the Irish Sea. Amongst the first to appear were 
a pair of Bedford VAL70s — a non-PSV (showroom) for the 
George Kent Group registered KNT I, the other RAR 690J a 
true coach for All Seasons, London W2. The pair was to remain 
the only Bedford VALs to receive Van Hool coachwork. We 
don’t know what happened to KNT I, but RAR 690J is alive and 
kicking in preservation today. Many operators and owners have 
been involved with the coach over the years. It is seen here early 
in its service life with Boultons of Cardington. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Astrodomes continued to arrive in modest numbers on a variety of chassis including Seddon Pennines, Bedfords, AEC Reliances, 
Leyland Leopards, Volvo B58s and as witnessed here Fords. New to Winsway of Accrington in April 1973, XTD 992L, a Ford R226, is 
seen here at that year’s Blackpool Coach Rally. It passed to the Kings Ferry in 1975. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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New in 1973 to Beaton of 
Blantyre, Ford R226 JVD 981L 
is seen here in November 
1980 at the Stoke Mandeville 
premises of Dickson 
International, which at the 
time was the home of quite a 
few exotic coaches. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Seen here in preservation at 
Showbus 2000 and latterly 
in something of a parlous 
state at Emblings of Guyhirn 
Leyland Leopard SHY 707M 
was for sale late last year on 
eBay. The Leopard had been 
new to Turner of Bristol in 
1974. PHILIP LAMB 


The first examples of the Vistadome’s successor, the ‘300* 
began to arrive during 1975. New to Destination London W2 in 
1976, NUR 87P, a Bedford YRT is seen in British Airways livery 
in September 1978. Later owners included Jubilee Coaches of 
Stevenage. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


The bulk of ‘300’ production was carried out in Dublin, where a 
facility was set up in conjunction with local builder McArdle to 
build buses for CIE. Amongst those built there was SDH 459R, 
new in 1977 to Boulton of Cardington, but seem here with latter 
day operator CK Coaches of Cardiff. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Another operator which favoured continental coaches was Bowen of Birmingham. New in 1977 TOH 741S was a Bedford YMT. 


The next development in 1979 was the introduction of the Aragon which in looks brought the evolving shape of the Van Hool 
coach a step nearer to the Alizee destined to become one of the most popular coaches in Britain in recent times. Seen here is 
Limebourne of London’s well-known AEC Reliance, EGS I70T. Both: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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BUSES YEARBOOK 2018 


Published annually since the early 1960s, the 



2018 edition of the Buses Yearbook is packed 
with a varied mix of articles and photo¬ 
features, both historic and contemporary, 
covering a wide range of subjects. 

128 PAGES HARDBACK 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 


A YEAR OF GREAT CHANGE 

Fifty years on, Alan Millar considers the impact of the Transport 
Act 1968 and the creation of the British Leyland Motor 
Corporation. 

BOURNEMOUTH’S YELLOW BUSES 

Michael H C Baker takes a look at the evolution of 
Bournemouth’s buses. 

OUT OF AFRICA 

There was a time when British-style Double Deckers operated 
in parts of Africa. Stewart J Brown turns the clock back. 

TWENTY YEARS OF D & G 

Cliff Beeton charts the progress of a Potteries Independent. 

FIVE YEARS ON THE HAMMERSMITH ROAD 

David Jukes describes his experience of one of London’s 
shortest trunk routes. 

BUS BLUES 

Robert E Jowitt visits Oxford and Cambridge in an attempt to 
find up-to-date, if old fashioned, real printed information on 
timetables. 

AND MUCH MORE! 



ORDER 

DIRECT 







PLUS FREE P&P* 

*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO 
orders. Overseas charges apply. 


781/17 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


WH Smith 


stores 


order online www.keypublishing.com/shop 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm 



































































BUSFLIX FILMS 


RECENT RELEASES 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


Bf 170 Cambridgeshiew 

BF 169 Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes & Kirkcaldy. 

BF 168 Inverness, Elgin & Aberdeen 

BF 167 Greater Manchester August 2017 

BF 166 Kent June 2017 

BF 165 South Wales Valleys June 2017 

BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

BF 160 North Flampshire April 2017 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

BF 151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

BF 150 North West London October 2016 

BF 149 South Clydeside October 2016 

BF 148 South Staffordshire August 2016 

BF 147 Derbyshire West August 2016 


LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 

LB 108 West Midlands 1997 & 2001 73 Minutes 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry 1996 73 Minutes 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 78 Minutes 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich 2003 64 Minutes 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend 1996 65 Minutes 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth 1996 71 Minutes 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

LB 100 Colchester & Chelmsford 1997 & 2002 

LB 099 Brighton Part 2 65 Min 1995 & 9 

LB 098 Brighton Part 1 60 Min 1994 & 8 

LB 097 Eastbourne & Worthing 67 Min 1994-7 

LB 096 Bristol & Bath 62 Min 1999—2000 


PUBLICATIONS 

Northern General Group 1950—1986 
Focusing on the Bristol VR 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 1 
Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 2 

Coming Soon, North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 
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BUSFLIX 170 

Cambridgeshire 

October 2017 53 Minutes £10 



Filmed in Cambridge, Ely, 
Wisbech & Peterborough. 




Widescreen 16:9 


A 


NORTHERN GENERAL GROUP 



NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 

41 Colour and Black & wtiite 
pictures never seen before. 


St 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's Part 2 


Focusing on the 



BKlsm v. k. 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 


Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Mon—Fri evenings 1900—2200) 01709 769507 or by mail 

Please make cheques payable to D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST 

P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 (Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). 


Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at bus rallies all over the UK 






















PRIVATE 


Like their double-deck counterparts, 
postwar Bristol saloons and coaches 
were popular with those looking for 
indestructible vehicles to perform a 
variety of roles, both PSV and non- 
PSV. Here’s a selection ... 

Southern National 1293 (OTT 92), a 1953 
Bristol LS6G, spent the first 16 years 
of its service life on Royal Blue express 
services. Withdrawal in 1969 saw the 
coach pass to Reliance Motor Services, 
Sutton-on-Forest, but in January 1973 it 
moved on again, this time to North-East 
independent Carney Coaches of Roker 
in which livery it is seen here. In April 
1975, the LS passed to Evans Coaches of 
Sunderland. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Second use (from 1973) for Bristol MW6G 
West Yorkshire CUG22 (VWU 233) 
was with wood merchants Williams & 
Farmer of Gloucester, its exact role not 
being clear. In 1982 it was converted by 
travellers into a caravan, and was broken 
up in the mid-1990s. 

ROBERT EDWORTHY/PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Seen here in September 1974, Hants 
& Dorset Bristol MW6G 886 (7122 
LJ) was originally a front-line touring 
coach. Later in its career between 1973 
and 1976. and fitted with bus seats, No 
886 ran a connecting bus service from 
Southampton Central railway station to 
the Woolston hovercraft terminal for 
the hovercraft service to Cowes Isle of 
Wight. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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THE HEART OF YOUR 

VEHICLE 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN discusses engines. 
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Rear shot of Bristol VRT showing rear access to its Gardner 6LXB engine. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 


As I begin to get down to discussing bus and 
coach restoration in more depth, I thought it 
best to start with an article about the engine 
and share some of my knowledge and a few 
tips. You might already know a lot about 
engines or from experience have learnt what 
looks and sounds right and what doesn’t. 

If you don’t know much about engines or 
aren’t very mechanically minded the whole 
thing can become pretty overwhelming. If 
you are that person then I hope this feature 
can give a few tips to allow you to at least 
have a go at working on your bus/coach. I 
don’t claim to be an expert on all engines 
but can certainly share my experiences with 
you and hope this article helps you in one 
way or another. 

The most important part of your bus 
or coach is the engine. The engine is the 
heart of your vehicle. After all without it 
you wouldn’t be able to drive your bus or 
coach to rallies, use it for private hire or 
listen to the engines sweet sounds. One 
of my favourite sounds is the whining 
gearbox on an AEC or a rasping exhaust 
and if I were ever to purchase another 
bus it would probably have to have one of 
these characteristics and sounds! 

I can’t stress enough how important it is 
to look after and maintain your vehicle’s 
engine. Like anything, if you look after it, 
it should last longer and have fewer issues. 

My first experience with engines was 
working on AECs from a young age. I was 
lucky enough to grow up surrounded by 
AECs which meant I could develop my bus 
and coach knowledge and skills working 
on them. My first encounter with engine 
trouble was when we would take the 1960 
Halifax AEC Regent V AV590 out and it 
would always have fuel trouble on hills. The 
engine needed new fuel lines and the fuel 
tank cleaning and clearing out so it would 
stop dragging muck through and blocking 
the fuel filters. It was always a heart 
stopping moment when we felt the bus 
falter and splutter to a halt. Cracking open 
the bleed screw on the fuel pump to bleed 
out fuel enabled the bus to get going again. 
So this was the first thing I learnt, diesel 
engines need to have an airtight system 
to run properly. Later in life when I had 
my own collection of buses, mainly AECs, 

I worked on their engines and over the 
years I have successfully worked on many 
other different types of engines including 
Gardner, Leyland, Cummins and Bristol 
engines. All of them very different to work 
on but basically all the same in principle. 
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ENGINE Q&A 

So I have bought a bus/coach for 
restoration and need to check 
over the mechanicals, where do I start? 

When you first purchase your bus 
or coach you will need to check the 
condition of all mechanicals. Have a dip of 
the engine oil and check the engine turns 
over. To do this get a flat bar or a tyre lever 
and position it where you can turn the 
engine flywheel, usually an opening where 
the gearbox mounts. This will give you 
an indication whether the engine is free 
before attempting to start it. 

If you are satisfied the engine is turning 
free, the next step is to make sure that 
when you engage the starter motor to turn 
over the engine, that it’s not going to start 
immediately and over rev due to a stuck 
open throttle or fuel rack. Disconnect 


the fuel lines so it doesn’t do this and just 
turns the engine over. If the engine does 
turns over this usually means it’s free from 
any seizures. 

Having established this carry out some 
simple checks: oil level, condition, colour 
and consistency. So if you feel happy about 
trying to start the engine, with a good set 
of batteries and the fuel lines connected, 
have a go. 

It’s always the best option to get your 
vehicle running and mobile especially if 
you’re in a shared building where you need 
extra space when working and that means 
moving it when you work on it. 

Next carry out further checks. Does the 
vehicle build air or vacuum up easily and 
does there appear to be any leaks? Next 
check if the brakes are working. Depending 
on how long the vehicle has been laid up 
and where it has been stored can ultimately 
decide the condition it is going to be in 
both mechanically and cosmetically. 


How do I know if the engine is 
faulty or sounds right? 


There should be no knocking, 
rattling or excessive smoke. Get 
some advice from experts if you are 
unsure and go to bus and coach rallies and 
running days so you can actually listen to 
similar engines running. 

Are there any common problems 
I need to look out for? 

The most common problems 
to look out for when buying a 
vehicle is whether it has been regularly 
maintained. For example has the engine 
had regular oil changes or is it very oily 
on the outside, are there any strange 
noises whilst it is running and excessive 
water pressure rising when cold or 
discolouration of the engine oil? This 
could point to head gasket failure. 










Showing the exhaust and inlet manifold on a Gardner 6LXB 
Engine. Awkward area to work on when fitted in a bus. 


Gardner 6LXB removed from a scrap bus. Always a good idea 
to have a spare engine if possible. 




AEC 9.6-litre engine, the backbone of London’s RT-type, 
showing how accessible these engines are to work on. 


Bristol AVW engine, a much sought after engine nowadays, for 
your Bristol L or K type. All: ASHLEY BLACKMAN 


December 2017 


59 









Overhauled Gardner 6LW as fitted showing off its fresh coat of paint. 



Above: Showing the compactly fitted Gardner 6LXB Engine in a Bristol VRT. 


Below: Gardner 6HLW fuel pump removed for overhaul. All: ASHLEY BLACKMAN 



READERS ENGINE QUESTIONS 


E-mail Ashley with your engine queries 
and he will try his best to help: 

info@ashleyblackman.co.uk 


What about authenticity? How do 
I know what engine my bus/coach 
would have had in it from new? 



□ Check your vehicles chassis number 
and cross-reference it with experts 
or do some of your own research online or 
in books. 

How easy is it to change an 
engine? 

This depends what vehicle you 
have, manpower and tools available. 
Half-cab buses are easier to work on, 
rear- and underfloor-engines will prove 
more awkward without the correct tools. 
Operators have been changing engines 
in their vehicles for years. If the engines 
were unreliable they would fit reliable 
engines. Or if the engines were getting 
hard to source spares for, then they would 
fit an equivalent motor. We have seen this 
with the AEC Routemaster. The AV590 
engines were getting so worn out and had 
being overhauled that many times, it was 
time to seek a replacement. That came in 
the shape of a Cummins, Scania or Iveco 
engine. 

What about overhauling the 
engine, is this a good option? 

If you are going to get your engine 
overhauled be prepared to spend 
a four-figure sum depending on the 
work you have carried out. If you have 
the knowledge you could do the work 
yourself, although sourcing parts may take 
a while depending on the engine. Gaskets 
are usually readily available and there are 
plenty of engineering firms that can make 
parts for you. Nothing is impossible. 

What is the best way to maintain 
my engine? 







Regularly check tappet settings and 
change your engine oil depending 
on your mileage. After all this is the 
lifeblood of your engine. If you want to 
perform simple maintenance, then I would 
suggest initially having the fuel injectors 
overhauled and the fuel pump, supply it 
with fresh engine oil and filter and drop 
the sump pan strainer and wash it clean. 
Also set the tappet clearances and fit 
new fuel filters and coolant inhibiter if 
needed. 
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Should I collect spares for my 
engine? 

Yes but in moderation. If you are 
not careful you could end up with a 
load of spares that you will never use. It’s 
sometimes a gamble to spend money on 
spares, so work out what spares are useful, 
ie gasket sets, water castings, oil seals etc. 

Q: Are there any books or 
manuals that will help me? 

If you can get your hands on a 
manual for your vehicle then I 
suggest doing so. They will come in handy 
even just for torque settings. 

What about hiring professionals 
to do all of this work for me? 

Finding someone to remove your 
engine and take it away for overhaul 
isn’t always that easy. Try and find someone 
who will remove your engine at your own 
storage if possible then get the engine sent 
away for overhaul. This way you can carry 
out further work on the vehicle in the 
meantime that you might want to do. 

How to get my engine and engine 
bay looking new and authentic? 

If you have gone the whole hog 
and had your engine overhauled 
completely by a professional then you 
may have it returned all nicely painted. 

If you are wanting total authenticity 
then research what colour your engine 
would have been — this may be black or 
silver. You can also make it look perfect 
by having new water hoses and clips and 
polished aluminium castings. This will 










enhance the look and still maintain the 
authenticity of your engine. 

To make the engine bay look as good 
as new, first remove any clamps or wiring 
holders away from the bulkhead. You may 
find there is a lot of grease and oil residue. 
Scrape the thick of it off, and then brush 
on any degreaser, thinners or parts wash to 
remove the grease, leaving a dry surface to 
clean off old paint. You may need to sand 
the surface down to gain a smooth finish. 
Again research what colour the engine bay 
was before painting. Then you can dress it 
up with new clamps and wiring. 

MORE ENGINES EXPERIENCES 

I had an AEC Renown AV590 which had 
the clutch stuck, so we had to remove the 
gearbox to free it off. The hydraulic clutch 
rods were bent trying to press the clutch 
pedal. On this particular vehicle, I carried 
out a lot of work on the fuel system, 
replacing the fuel pump to get her running 
properly. I was bent like a banana under 
the bonnet, as these half-cab tin-front 
buses prove awkward to work on. 

I owned an AEC Regent V with AV470 
engine. These were prone to head gasket 
failure in service because they had a 
minimal number of studs to tighten the 
heads down. I purchased a reconditioned 
engine — an ex-British Rail engine 
that had been used to teach apprentices 
about engines. Once fitted this engine 
gave me a couple of thousand miles of 
trouble free motoring until I noticed the 
engine oil was going grey which was an 
indication of cooling water in the system 
mixing with the engine oil. Straight away I 
presumed it was the head gasket, so I took 
it upon myself to change the head gasket 
which was relatively easy on an AEC as 
everything is exposed and to hand. This 


Above left: Access to Gardner 6HLW fitted 
in a underfloor chassis. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

Above: Gardner 6LXB removed from a 
scrap bus. It's a good idea to have a spare 
engine if possible. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

involved removing the rocker covers, the 
rockers and push rods, injectors, injector 
pipes and leak-off pipes, water joints and 
air intake manifold and cylinder head nuts. 

Removing both cylinder heads, I 
changed the gaskets, cleaned everything 
up, torqued down the cylinder head nuts 
to specification. Then ran the engine a few 
miles and retightened the cylinder head nuts 
whilst hot to make sure it was all bedded 
down, and reset the rockers/tappets. 

Job done! I was pleased with the work 
and set off again with the bus. I was happy 
until I discovered the engine oil had gone 
grey again. This time I decided to look 
further into the problem and drop the 
sump pan, discovering beads of water 
running down the cylinders liner. This is 
a wet-liner engine which means the liners 
are fitted in between the water system 
needing O-rings to seal them. I discovered 
that these were perished and were letting 
water into the engine sump which was 
mixing with the engine oil, turning it grey. 
So it wasn’t the head gasket after all! 

This was a slightly bigger job to take 
on. This meant cylinder heads off again, 
dropping the piston connecting rods, 
pushing the pistons out. I then had a tool 
made to pull each liner out of the engine 
block to get to the O-rings. With help from 
Martyn Callahan, who supplied me new 
liners, we pulled each liner out but some 
were very tough and ended up breaking. 
Working from the tolerances in the 
handbook, we fitted new seals and liners 
and put everything back together. The 
engine is running today as sweet as a nut. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 




NIGEL APPLEFORD 
examines EFE’s Leyland Titan 
BI5 in post-London colours. 

The Leyland Titan was a rear-engined 
double-decker bus manufactured by 
Leyland between 1977 and 1984, primarily 
for London Transport. It was conceived 
in 1973 as Project B15, intended as a 
replacement for the Bristol VRT, Daimler 
Fleetline and Leyland Atlantean. Following 
the success of the Leyland National it was 
decided from the outset that the vehicle 
would be very standardised and of integral 
construction. This allowed more flexibility 
in the location of mechanical components 
and a reduced step-height. Leyland saw 
London Transport as a major market, so 
the specification was heavily influenced by 
its preferences. LT was suffering problems 
with its DM/DMS double-deckers and 
wanted more input into the design. 

Leyland too wanted to gain more operator 
input than had been the case with the 
Leyland National. Five B15 prototypes 
(B15.01-B15.05) were constructed between 
1975 and 1977, two of which were 
evaluated in London. 

The Titan was 9.56m (31ft 4in) long, 
2.5m (8ft 2in) wide and 4.39m (14ft 
5in) high. The main body structure was 
aluminium and was assembled using Avdel 
Avdelok’ rivets in similar fashion to the 
Leyland National. Single- and dual-door 
layouts were offered, with a number of 
options for staircase location. 

Mechanically, independent front 
suspension and a drop-centre rear axle 


Former London 
Transport TI88 
(CUL 188V) was 
sold to Merseybus 
and allocated 
fleet No 2188. 

Seen here in 
Liverpool during 
May 1995 in well 
worn ex-London 
condition it 
would later be 
refurbished, 
converted to 
single-door and 
repainted in 
Merseybus livery. 

were used, with air suspension and 
power hydraulic brakes as standard. The 
prototype engine was a turbocharged 
version of the Leyland 500 series, 
although this was changed to the Gardner 
6LXB for production as a result of 
customer preference and concerns over 
fuel economy and the reliability of the 
500 series. The Leyland TL11 engine was 
available for later production versions. 

The engine was mounted vertically at the 
rear, with the radiator located separately 
in a compartment above the engine which 
led to an unusual off-centre square rear 
window. The overall design was novel 
for the time and provided considerable 
advances on noise and emission reductions. 

The Titan name, previously used for 
a front-engined double-decker, was 
revived for production in June 1977. It 
was intended that Park Royal Vehicles 
would build the first 100 units, production 
then transferring to AEC in Southall, but 
due to industrial relations issues, it was 


finally decided that production would 
recommence at an expanded facility 
in Workington, home to the Leyland 
National. It took almost a year to expand 
the facility, transfer the jigs and tooling 
from Park Royal and recommence 
production. The continued delays caused 
the loss of further orders. 

Besides the production difficulties, other 
aspects of the Titan specification, strongly 
influenced by London Transport, were 
unpopular. Power hydraulic brakes, a fixed 
height and an inability to specify other 
bodywork all limited the Titan’s appeal. 

Outside London, Greater Manchester 
PTE bought 15 (against an original order 
of 190) and West Midlands PTE bought 
five (against an original order of 80). 
Reading Transport bought two Park Royal- 
built Titans to full London specification 
and a further 10 from Workington, five of 
which had high-ratio rear axles and coach 
seats for London express services. Planned 
orders for Greater Glasgow PTE, Lothian 
Regional Transport, Maidstone & District, 
Merseyside Transport, Southend Transport 
and Tyne & Wear Transport were 
eventually cancelled due to the delays. 

The first model release of a non-London 
Transport bus, in February 2003, was 
Reading Buses 73 (RMO 73Y), featuring an 
older style white-on-black blind for service 
25 to Fords Farm. It was followed in 
November 2003 by identical No 74 (RMO 
74Y) with later yellow-on black-blinds for 
service 17 to Wokingham Road (Three 
Tuns) as well as different adverts. All 
models feature the same ticket machine! 

Blackburn Transport took 11 Titans, 

10 dual-door models from Stagecoach 
London plus one single door conversion 
from London General. EFE have released 
two models, a standard model of 
Blackburn 92 (KYV 525X), ex-T525 and 
a certificated deluxe model of Blackburn 
93 (KYV 533X), ex-T533. The models 
were released in October 2004 and 
August 2006 respectively. 
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Above: Whippet of Fenstanton, Cambridgeshire acquired several 
ex-London Titans to replace its MCW Metropolitans. They came 
from several sources, some thirdhand and all bar one converted 
to single-door, including A86I SUL which came from Westlink in 
1996. Two models have been released: A635 THV in August 2005 
andA86l SUL in September 2012. By 1998 A86I SUL would have 
been single-door. The offside view of A86I SUL shows the square, 
rear lower-deck window with radiator and fan alongside. 
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Above: A number of Titans, despite their mechanical and 
electrical complexity, found non-PSV roles. Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary bought former T598 (NUW 598Y) for use as a 
mobile police station. The model featured part-frosted windows 
and was released in July 2003. 



Above: West Coast Motors is an independent operator based 
in Campbeltown, Argyll. Its fleet included former TI97 (CUL 
197V) which retained its dual-door layout, although it was later 
converted to part-open-top for City Sightseeing duties on Bute. It 
was sold for preservation in late 2010. The model dates from June 
2006, the side and rear destination displays have been removed. 



FLEETLIST 


DUAL-DOOR 




Ref- 

Identity 

Released 

Run 

Notes 

28805 

Reading Buses 73 (RMO 73Y) 

Feb 2003 

n/a 


28807 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary T598 (NUW 598Y) 

Jul 2003 

n/a 

Non-PSV 

28809 

Blackburn Transport 92 (KYV 525X) 

Oct 2004 

n/a 


28809DL 

Blackburn Transport 93 (KYV 533X) 

Aug 2006 

750 

Deluxe release 

28810 

Go Whippet A635 THV 

Aug 2005 

n/a 


28811 

Reading Buses 74 (RMO 74Y) 

Nov 2005 

n/a 


28812 

West Coast Motors CUL 197V 

Jun 2006 

n/a 


28815 

Bexleybus 88 (BI20 WUV) 

Jan 2008 

n/a 


28818 

Oxford City Line 975 (A869 SUL) 

Apr 2009 

n/a 


28821 

Go Whippet A86I SUL 

Sep 2012 

n/a 


28828 

Bexleybus T952 (A952 SYE) 

Jan 2016 

n/a 


28829 

Oxford Bus Company 973 (KYV 493X) 

Apr 2016 

n/a 


SINGLE-DOOR 




29201 

Glenvale Transport Ltd 2628 (NUW 628Y) 

May 2007 

n/a 


29203 

Merseybus 2385 (KYV 385X) 

Dec 2007 

n/a 


29204 

Nottingham City Transport 61 (CUL II9Y) 

Apr 2008 

n/a 


29205 

Stagecoach East London T282 (KYN 282X) 

Jan 2009 

n/a 

Corporate livery 

29207 

Exclusive First Editions 25 (25 EFE)* 

Sep 2014 

n/a 



*Celebrating 25 Years of EFE (a re-working of Ref 29206 in East London Coaches red/silver livery) 


Below: Glenvale Transport (GTL) was formed by ex- MTL 
managers following a Competition Commission ruling that 
Arriva must sell its newly acquired Gillmoss depot to preserve 
competition within the Merseyside area. GTL was purchased by 
Stagecoach in 2005. Most of the ex-Arriva buses inherited were 
elderly ex-London Titans and Metrobuses. This EFE model of 
GTL 2628 (NUW 628Y) was the first single-door release and 
dates from May 2007. The offside view of GTL 2628 shows the 
‘blocked up’ window between the driver and staircase. Grilles 
are represented by decals on raised mouldings. 




Left: Merseybus amassed a fleet of approximately 400 Titans, 
the first 250 coming direct from London Buses to replace 
ageing Leyland Atlanteans. This model of Merseybus 2385 
(KYV 385X), in single-door format, was released in December 
2007. Contrast this with the ‘before* photograph of the real bus. 
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Nottingham City Transport operated a pair of Titans, T8I 
and Tl 19. A model of the latter was released as Nottingham 
61 (CUL 119V) in April 2008. Nottingham converted them to 
single-door and fitted a three track number box in the nearside 
windscreen rather than in the destination box. 



Stagecoach East London converted T282 (KYN 282X) to 
single-door. It received corporate livery, although it bears LT 
Tendered Service labelling. This model, released in January 
2009 is included as many Stagecoach subsidiaries received 
similar vehicles from the Stagecoach London Titan fleet. 


The first production Titans were 
delivered in August 1978 and entered 
LT service at Hornchurch in December 
1978. Withdrawals began in December 
1992, with large numbers passing to 
provincial operators. The largest sale was 
to Merseybus which agreed to purchase 
250 from the end of 1992 up until 1994. 
Many of these were extensively refurbished 
and converted to single-door layout, 
replacing Leyland Atlanteans by then 
over 20 years old. Initially concentrated 
at the Merseybus depot at Gillmoss in 
North Liverpool, parent company MTL 
Trust Holdings Ltd also transferred 
ex-London Titans to Merseyside from its 
MTL London subsidiary leading to around 
400 going to Merseyside with Merseybus, 
other MTL companies plus other operators 
around Merseyside such as Aintree 
Coachlines, Avon Buses, GTL, Liverpool 
City Coaches/Citybus, Merseyline Travel 


and Village Group, although some were 
ex-Greater Manchester and West Midlands 
examples. Village Group operated B15 
prototype NHG 732P for a brief period 
during 1997/98 before it was acquired by 
MTL in 1998. 

Other notable users of ex-London Titans 
around this time included Oxford Bus 
Company and Kinchbus. Many buses 
remained on London work under the 
ownership of independent contractors 
such as London Suburban Buses, London 
& Country, BTS and London Coaches 
(later Atlas Bus). A growing number are 
now entering preservation. 

The EFE model was introduced in July 
2002 in dual-door format, the single-door 
variant not arriving until May 2007. EFE 
has certainly made an excellent job of 
capturing the ‘boxy’ shape of this bus and 
is certainly one of its best double deck 
models. 


Dimensionally the model is pretty close 
to spot on. The diecast body is in two 
halves, upper- and lower-decks, and held 
together with two of the familiar poles 
fitted into plastic plugs. The floorpan is 
plastic with raised detailing, whilst the 
wheels have plastic centres with rubber 
tyres — nothing new here. Glazing is 
commendably flush with ventilators 
picked out in silver and windscreen wipers 
moulded on and picked out in black. 
Mirrors of a generic type adopted by 
EFE are fitted; I believe the real buses 
had more rectangular examples when 
delivered. A reasonably detailed plastic 
interior is provided with the steering 
wheel at the correct angle. 

Paintwork and decals are excellent 
throughout. This model certainly captures 
the look of the real Titan and I’m sure 
even more liveries can be found if 
Bachmann are so inclined. For example 
neither of the PTE liveries has been 
released yet, but in spite of this, we have 
seen a number of re-issues. 

Oxford Bus Company purchased 25 
Titans during 1993 to replace elderly 
Bristol VRTs. EFE has issued two models 
in Oxford livery: Ref 28818 975(A869 
SUL) in April 2009 and Ref 28829 973 
(KYV 493X) in April 2006. All Oxford 
Titans retained their dual-door layout 
although they did receive revised 
destination displays. 

Bexleybus was a low-cost subsidiary set 
up by London Buses to operate tendered 
services in Kent. The fleet included 
former London Transport DMS and T 
double deckers, some of the DMSs having 
been bought back from Scotland. EFE has 
released two Bexleybus Titans: Ref 28815 
88 (BI20 WUV) in January 2008 and Ref 
28828 T952 (A952 SYE) in January 2016. 
They have been included because many 
of the services operated were outside 
London. 
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BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 
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A curious fusion of Marilyn Monroe 
a preservationist’s seeming research 
contributions from NICK LARKIN. 


MONROE MEETS 
ROUTEMASTER 

Well, we’ve seen some 
bizarre depictions of AEC 
Routemasters on various 
household items of late, but 
never one of London’s finest 
buses fighting for attention 
with the late, great Marilyn 
Monroe. 


Apart from the fact that 
both are beautifully shaped 
iconic legends which found 
fame in the 1950s and could 
be expensive to maintain, 
there aren’t that many other 
connections. 

Marilyn did, however, 
star in the film ‘Bus Stop’ 
and we think once said that 


and Routemaster, a look back at Bradford and 
for divine guidance are among this month’s 


she only wore Chanel Route 
Number 5 in bed. 

Depicted here is a ‘folding 
ottoman with storage 
space’, which you can both 
sit on and store things 
inside. It’s available for £9.99 
via branches of QD Stores 
across the East of England. 
www.qdstores.co.uk 




“WT, YER’WITE’S TELL OUT? "WILL, I’M GLAD IT’S NOTHIN’ SERIOUS! 
WHEN I ’EAKD THE HUMP 1 WAS AFRAID AWHEEL AD COME OEFJ” 


WOMAN OVERBOARD 

Health and safety was obviously lacking in this long ago charabanc ride, depicted in a 
postcard which did make us laugh. The card was posted from Folkestone on 6 August 1931. 



TEAM EFFORT 


This 1970s photo of the ‘Motobirds’ Motorcycle Stunt team with their varied vehicles 
appeared recently in the Avenger Sunbeam Owners Club magazine. The team was 
sponsored by Leicestershire-based showman and entrepreneur Joe-Weston Webb. The 
team coach is clearly identifiable as a Duple Commander, but did you know a Motobird? 


STICKERS UP 

Some interesting omnibus artwork on 
these rather fine stickers, that cost a 
mere £1.50 from Paperchase and would 
be useful for the festive season. 

We were inclined to write in to 
explain that Transport for London 
Service 3 goes from Trafalgar Square to 
Crystal Palace and does NOT take in 
King’s Cross, as depicted on the side of 
one of the buses, but imagine many other 
people will have done that already. 
www.paperchase.co.uk 
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Young Maya Balderson 
doesn’t feel left out on 
trips in her dad Damian’s 
Alexander-bodied Volvo 
Olympian R64I HYG. She has 
a scooter in the corporate 
colours of the vehicle’s 
previous operator, right 
down to the light mauve 
pedals in the exact shade 
seen on First buses today. 

‘It’s certainly a 
coincidence,’ said Damian, 
although all efforts to 
persuade Maya, aged one, 
to smile for the camera 
failed. Maybe she would have 
preferred a conveyance in 
Huddersfield red and cream! 



NARROW VISION 

Despite the slimming down of rural bus services in recent times we can still see service vehicles having to negotiate hideously narrow 
roads. To prove the point, Paul Llewellyn kindly sent this picture of himself driving Seaford & District Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 506 
(SE53 SEA) in Sheriffs Lane, Rotherfield East Sussex on service 428 (Crowborough -Five Ashes). Picture: RICHARD MARYAN 




WONDER OF WOOLIES 

As a postscript to the many 
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Peterborough-based joys of last 
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month, here is another strange 

Woolworths Stop 

Tima is 105 43 


observation. 
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BRADFORD BEAT 

Another fine submission 
for our regular ‘Off Route’ 
atmospheric if not technically 
perfect photographs takes us 
to Bradford, where the driver 


of West Yorkshire Bristol FS6B 
GWU 809C is having its blind 
changed by the driver, with the 
conductress offering assistance 
while trying to avoid a lake 
sized-puddle. 


A brace of Bradford 
Alexander-bodied rear-engined 
double-deckers lurks behind, 
with a West Yorkshire Bristol 
RE in the background. 

An Austin Maxi, Skoda I00R 


and Mkl Ford Escort constitute 
the car line-up and Bradford’s 
wonderful town hall forms the 
backdrop. 
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RT FAD 

Anyone remember this former 
London Transport RT being 
used to promote now defunct 
but once omnipresent DIY 
chain Fads? Wonder if it was 
wallpapered inside! 
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BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale 

Buses and coaches wanted 

Bus and coach parts for sale 

Bus and coach parts wanted 

Storage/workshop facilities 

Restoration services 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale 

Photographs wanted 

Models for sale 

Models wanted 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 
Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 
Events 
Museums 


II 

III 
III 
III 
III 

V 

V 
VI 

VI 

VII 
VII 
VII 
VII 

X 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 
Announcements 
Assistance available 
Assistance/information wanted 
Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 
Buses and coaches for hire 
Business for sale 
Heritage bus services/tours 
Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage wanted 



UEHICLE: Bedford VAL70/Plaxton Elite C53F. 

DETAILS: New to Chivers of Elstead 5/73, Supreme IV front fitted by Rambler cl983. Last 
operated with Abbeyways. New brakes, king pins and pipes, some work still to do 
but driveable. V5c currently on SORN, no MoT. £3,500. . 

CONTACT: Tel Maldwyn 07868 656290 (Betwsy Coed). 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 




1951 Bedford OB/Duple Vista C29F MFM 39, Crosville, but has 
been in Bristol area for last 25 years Restored in 2010 Class 6 MoT, 
Excellent order & Fully maintained. Offers over £40,000. Telephone: 
07788 516190 Email: paul.smallwoodl@btinternet.com 


Karrier BF3023/Plaxton CI4F 362 ALU, new to Kingsland of London 
SE5 in October I960. 2260cc diesel engine. Recent full restoration by 
Walsh Bros, £20,000. Further details: Kenny on 07979 746735 


1989 DAF MB230 Van Hool Alizee body, 51 seats, centre toilet. 
Runs well, 6-speed splitter gearbox. All in good order. In original livery. 
In service until last year and now garaged and stored so no current 
MOT. (Selling as contract ended and need room ) £4,000 with sensible 
offers considered, especially if going for preservation. We would 
like it to go to a good home. Tel: 07751521867 Email bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 

AEC Reliance/Berkhof. Rebodied in 1983 ex-East Kent National 
Express. Taken over as a restoration project but unfortunately can’t 
give the time and attention deserved to return to the road. Price 
reduced to £2,700. Please call David Goodfellow Travel on 01405 
740638/07583 524045 for more details. 


Leyland-DAB Lion/Alexander DI60 UGA. Ex Leyland 
demonstrator then owned by Cottrells Mitcheldean. and Fowlers of 
Holbeach Drove. 14ft 9in high. Featured in B&CP, July 2013. In need 
restoration to chassis and some bodywork. At present has the fuel tank 
removed which has been repaired. Fitted with horizontal Leyland TLII 
engine and ZF 5 speed automatic gearbox. The log book is present. Can 
be viewed at Swansea bus museum. Lack of time and skills in welding 
prevents restoration. £1,750 Call Dai or Sue on 01269 594798. 


1990 CVE Omni. Perkins engine. 21 re-trimmed seats. Built in 
Shildon, County Durham. Owned from new. The last PSV example 
in existence and a rare vehicle. Still in regular use with just 270,000 
kilometres on the clock, and runs beautifully, just passed its latest class 
6 MoT. Exploring possibilities of transport museum wanting to display 
it (with us covering costs) or possible sale to good home strictly as 
a PSV in preservation, if not we will keep it. Anyone wanting it as a 
caravan will be hunted down & shot! Serious enquiries to Steve Dine 
at Empress Coaches 01424 430621 


Ex-London Transport RF479 (MXX 456) Reasonable offers only 
please. Price includes a matching pair of front and rear RF country bus 
blinds and a spare wheel. Please contact Mr. Tony Peters on Tel. 07860 
332339 (or email: redbox545@gmail.com ) 


1948 Austin CXB with bodywork by Barnard. Originally 
from Guernsey and more recently the Isles of Scilly. Much work 
done recently to preserve this unique survivor, but not restored to 
concourse condition. Offers around £28,000 Please email for details 
simon@hendras.co.uk or telephone 07919 253232. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 

>u, ^ { or send an e-mail to: 

^jereservation^ presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Looking for MetroRrider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis 
Dart. Anything considered. Email: nationalwelshlhs@aol.com 


Albion FT39 parts: lx EN 287 and 2x EN286 engines, 2x gearboxes, 
lx steering box, lx master cylinder servo (complete), lx vacuum air 
tank, brake and clutch pedals plus various other odds and ends. Call 
Colin for more info on 07781 100301 


Available in Kent between junctions 5/6 M25 and direct access from 
A25. Water, lighting and electricity included. Secure site and compound. 
Choice of outdoor and indoor accommodation. For details please 
e-mail: stuboxall@gmail.com 


Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


Two shop-soiled bus silencers. One 3ft long, 9in diameter, 3.5in id, 
inlet 3.25in out at right angle. Other: oval 32in long, in and out 2.75in. 
£50 each. Call Alan on 01947 605683 


Pair of cab door locks. Both work 
well with new springs £30 for the pair 
or £20 each. Telephone Roger on 
07855 376107. 


Preserved rare 1985 Leyland Tiger TL II Duple Caribbean body 
53 seats. Original moquette. Excellent condition for age. Runs well, 
kept garaged and stored - no current MoT. £3,500. Tel: 07751521867 
Email bluemotors@blueyonder.co.uk 


1972 Bristol LH 
Leyland 400 engine 

41 seats. Plaxton Elite 
body some work on 
body but still needs 
further restoration. Runs 
and drives OK. Has had 
a Plaxton Paramount 
Front and a class 5 MoT, 
but not at moment 
. Kept in storage in 
garage, room needed 
hence sale. £2,500. 
Telephone: 07751521867 
Email bluemotors@ 
blueyonder.co.uk 
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Call Cliff 07803 121435 




Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 121435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


STORAGE/WORKSHOP FACILITIES 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 











































Bus Restorations Ltd 



We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 


e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 


or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 



Eleven Issues of Buses Extra: Nos 2, 6, 7, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 31, 34 
and 35. All for £3 plus £3 postage. Richard: 01842-819969. 

DAF Bus ALX300 driver’s Info booklet (Arriva issue) and Wright 
Customcare driver’s handbook priced at £5 each posted to the UK. 
Further info contact steven.morritt@sky.com 

Remember the Blue Buses A DVD recalling the last years of 
Samuel Ledgard during the 1960s. Re-mastered archive cine film. 
Available for £14 including postage from: Samuel Ledgard Society, 

58 Kirklees Drive, Farsley, Pudsey, LS28 5TE. Cheques payable to 
Samuel Ledgard Society, please. 
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MODELS FOR SALE 





Leyland Nationals in colour 

100-page bookazine with over 
200 previously unpublished 
photos. In excellent condition: 
£2.75; AEC vehicles: origins 
to 1929. Hardback book by 
Brian Thackray, 144 unmarked 
white pages, great b&w photos, 
superb, as new condition: 

£2.75. 07399 359072. D. Clark 


Norfolk Buses by John Law 96 unmarked pages published 2016 
brand new £6.50. call 07399 359072. 
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you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 



from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 


Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstarve Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Photographs of Birmingham City Buses from 1960s (fleet 
numbers between 1481-3227) Black & white or colour. Contact Keith 
currkei@aol.com 


Optare Metrorider, DAF SB 120, Volvo B6 priced at £8 posted to the 
UK. Further info contact steven.morritt@sky.com 


Conrad Mercedes 

(made in W Germany). 
Lovely 1:40 scale £35. 
Volvo Artie promo model 
(NZG). Superb 1:50 £35. 
1949 Merc (NZG) £35. 
All mint in original box/ 
bubble. All 3 for £90 
plus postage at cost. Rob 
01743 873072 ore-mail 
rob_wob@yahoo.co.uk) 




SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS FOR SALE IN OUR 
EBAY SHOP 


BUSES AND LORRIES WANTED 



WE CAN COLLECT FROM 
ANYWHERE IN THE UK 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 



Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 
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MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


Buv anv. 

V anv'Nhere 

.n the UK and 

e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com collect 


mobile: 07487 699905 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


Used traction poles (40) lying at Ipswich Transport Museum 
for ongoing tramway trolleybus use only. Viewing by appointment. 
Written offers and proposed usage to be received by 31 October 
2017 for all or part lots. Buyer collects! Contact Eric Mouser on 07768 
731435. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS WANTED 


Please use our bus services as parking on site limited to ‘blue badge’ 
holders. Visiting vintage/classic/preserved vehicles welcome, but 
please contact in advance if bringing bus/coach/HGV. Details 01522 
500566/01522 689497/07984 872994, www.lvvs.org.uk / info@lvvs.org. 
uk / @LincsRTM on Facebook / Twitter 


SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER 

Cosham, Portsmouth. Autumn Transport Fair. Community 
Centre, Wootton Street, Cosham, Portsmouth P06 3AP. Open 10.00- 
15.30, admission £1.50. Stalls, free bus rides and light refreshments. 
Display by local area Model Bus Federation members. Close to 
Cosham Railway Station and convenient for A3/M27. Enquiries: 
vtransportgroup@btinternet.com 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at South 
Yorkshire Transport Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30-16.00, shop and cafe open. Free 
heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham Bus Station (Stand Cl) at 11.45, 
returning from Museum at 14.00. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, 
Family £10 (max. two adults). Further details from: info@sytm.co.uk or 
Tel: 07852 298082. Website: www.sytm.co.uk 


SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

Northampton Transport Collectors Fair, Abington Church 
Rooms, Park Avenue North, Northampton NN3 2HT. Over 30 stalls 
selling transport books, memorabilia, model railways, models etc. 

Open 10.00-15.30, refreshments available, admission £1. Stagecoach 
bus 16 to Ecton Brook stops right outside. For details and stall booking 
forms please contact Steve Loveridge, 75 Bakers Crescent, Irchester 
NN29 7BA. 


Lapel Badges seeking to buy lapel, or pin badges, for the following bus 
builders: MCW, Metro- Cammell, or Metrobus., Optare., Wright Bus., 
Ailsa ( pre Volvo). And BUT ( British United Traction). Email: ian@ 
ihmsl.com Mobile: 07855 324562. 


The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Twilight & After Dark 
Trolleyday. 11.00-18.00. Sandtoft, near Doncaster. Details: 01724 
711391 or visit: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


MONDAY-SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER-5 NOVEMBER 


SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

Dewsbury Bus Museum Autumn Open and Running Day. 

Admission by programme, £3 adult, accompanied children free. 
Advance copy available for £4 by sending a cheque payable to West 
Riding Omnibus Museum Trust, 47E Dale Street, Ossett WF5 9HE. 
10.00-16.30 with a full day of free services and tours. Free shuttle 
service from Dewsbury South Street to the Ravensthorpe Museum 
building. More than 20 vehicles running in service and a large selection 
of visiting buses, trade stalls, Museum Cafe, Tombola, and much more. 
Visiting vehicles always welcome. Free feeder services from Bradford, 
Castleford, Huddersfield, Keighley, Leeds, Pontefract & Wakefield. For 
more information visit: www.dewsburybusmuseum.co.uk 


National Tramway Museum Winter Festival. 10.00-17.30. Crich 
Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, Details: e-mail: 
enquiry@tramway.co.uk, telephone 01773 854321 or visit: www. 
tramway.co.uk 


SATURDAY 4 NOVEMBER 

Enfield Transport Bazaar, St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side and Windmill 
Hill in the heart of Enfield Town, just 2min walk from Enfield Chase 
station (Great Northern Hertford North line) or lOmin from Enfield 
Town station (London Overground). All buses serving Enfield Town 
stop within 5min walk. Features up to forty stalls selling all kinds of 
transport books, photos, DVDs, maps, timetables, tickets and other 
memorabilia. Bazaar open 11.00—14.30. Admission £3 (acc. children 
free). Further details of events, please send SSAE to: NLETE, 8, The 
Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 5AD or e-mail: nleevents@outlook.com 


SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

‘Transport Festival* at Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, 

Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln. 10.00-17.00. Adult admission 
£7, accompanied children free. Displays, visiting vehicles, sales stands, 
refreshments, and a variety of buses and coaches operating free 
services from Lincoln railway station and local ‘park and ride’ (from Teal 
Park, Whisby Road (just off A46 Lincoln by-pass/Whisby roundabout.) 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum Annual Collectors* 
Fair. Enthusiast memorabilia, books, models, DVDs from a variety of 
sellers on offer. Half-hourly free bus service will operate from Walsall 
during the day to get to the event. Museum located at Shenstone 
Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. 10.30-16.00. 
Admission: £3 Adults, £2 Child, Family £9. Enquiries: 01922 454761, 
website: www.amrtm.org or on Facebook (under the Museum name). 



ESERVAT10 


F OR TRA DE ADVERTISING 

Call Sandra on 

it - -J 024 76616930 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 


SMART: USE BUSMART! 
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South Yorkshire 

TRANSPORT TRUST 


Pre Hibernation event 
Sunday 10th December 2017 

Following on from our popular event 
in July, we would like to invite you to 
our premises again to see the further 
changes at the base, sample our 

cafeteria, shop at the stalls and ride 
the buses. 

A perfect way to prepare for 
Christmas. 

Free buses leave Rotherham 
Town Centre (Corporation Street, 
outside Wilko's). Every 20 
minutes from 09.50 


SYTT, Units 1,2&3 
Chesterton Road, 
Eastwood Trading 
Estate, Rotherham S65 1TD 
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SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Classic Buses and Coaches. An event 
focusing on the buses and coaches from the 1940s to the present day, with 
rides on museum and visiting vehicles. 11.00-16.00. Admission charges: 
Adult £7, Child £4.50, Concessions £6, Family £20. Further details from 
Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich 
IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum. 
co.uk or visit: www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 24/25 NOVEMBER 

London Transport Museum, Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. All tours last for approximately two 
hours. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via our Ticket Office on 
0207 565 7298 (open 10.00-17.30 daily) Adult £12, Concession £10, 
under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets must be pre¬ 
booked. Details: 020 7565 7298 or visit: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER 

Epsom & Ewell Transport Fair at Bourne Hall, Spring Street, 

Ewell, KTI7 IUF. Open 10.00-15.30. Admission £2 (accompanied 
UI6 free). Close to Ewell West railway station, buses 293 (Morden), 
406 (Kingston and Epsom) stop in High Street nearby. Books, DVDs, 
models, ephemera, magazines, photographs, tickets etc. Refreshments 
available. Enquires: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley BRI 3EU 
(SAE please) or Tel: 07932 812268. 


SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER 

Swansea Bus Museum Santa Special. Three Santa Special vintage 
bus trips to the place where Santa lives and hands out presents! The 
location is a secret and getting there will be an unforgettable experience 
for young and old. Check out our website: www.swanseabusmuseum. 
com for booking arrangements nearer the time. SAI Business Park, 
Langdon Road (East), Port Tennant, Swansea SAI 8QY. 


EPSOM & EWELL TRANSPORT FAIR 

SATURDAY 25TH NOVEMBER I 0.00am - 3.30pm 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, 

EWELL, KTI7 IUF 

ADMISSION £2.00 

Close to 293, 406, 467, 470 and El6 bus routes in the 
London Travelcard Area (Zone 6) 


Both of these transport fairs offer for sale, bus, railway 
and commercial vehicle related items, including: 

Books, DVDs, ephemera, memorabilia, models, photographs, 
postcards, tickets, videos, etc. Refreshments available 

MID SUSSEX TRANSPORT FAIR 


SATURDAY 30TH DECEMBER I 0.00am - 3.00pm 

CLAIR HALL, PERRYMOUNT ROAD, 
HAYWARDS HEATH, RHI6 3DN 


ADMISSION £2.00 


Close to Haywards Heath railway station 
(opposite the former Southdown Bus Station) 


ENQUIRIES TO: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, 
Bromley, BRI 3EU (SAE please) Mob: 07932 812268 


LLANDUDNO 

TOY & TRAIN 
FAIR 

VENUE CYMRU 

Llandudno 

LL30 IBB 

27“ DECEMBER 


10.30am to 3.30pm 



Proceeds to Llandudno Transport Festival 


23rd ANNUAL RAIL/BUS 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
Saturday 13th January 2018 | io.ooam - 3.00pm 

The leading indoor event for all collectors of railway, bus, ship 
and aircraft memorabilia, books, photographs, tickets, 
paperwork, metalwork, railwayana etc. 



VENUE 200 yards North of New Pudsey Railway Station. 
200 yards from the junction of the A6I20 Leeds Outer Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds and Bradford Road at ‘Dawson’s Corner’ 

Fair & Civic Hall Signposted Ample Free Parking next to the Hall 

e-mail rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
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SATURDAY/SUNDAY 2/3 DECEMBER 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester ‘The Christmas 
Cracker*. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-17.00. 
Transport collectors’ fair with books, DVDs, models, photographs 
and more, plus a display of vehicles. Free heritage bus link to/from 
Manchester Victoria every 20min. 09.50-16.50. Further details from 
0161 205 2122 (Wed, Sat, Sun 10.00-17.00), e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk 
or visit www.motgm.uk 


SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum ‘The Christmas Cracker*. 

11.00-16.00. The final opening day of our season is a family day with 
a Christmas theme. Festive decorations and entertainment in the 
museum help to get you in the Christmas mood. Come and ride on a 
selection of our fire engines and buses, then meet Santa in his grotto. 
(Entry to the grotto £ I extra, which includes a gift). Admission charges: 
Adult £7, Child £4.50, Concessions £6, Family £20. Further details 
are available from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Telephone: 01473 715666, e-mail: 
enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit our website: 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 

Swansea Bus Museum Santa Special. Three Santa Special vintage 
bus trips to the place where Santa lives and hands out presents! 

The location is a secret and getting there will be an unforgettable 
experience for both young and old alike. Check out our website: 
www.swanseabusmuseum.com for booking arrangements nearer the 
time. SAI Business Park, Langdon Road (East), Port Tennant, Swansea 
SAI 8QY. 


SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day, including 
Brass Band and wartime Christmas displays at South Yorkshire 
Transport Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham 
S65 3SH. Open 10.30-16.00, shop and cafe open. Free heritage shuttle 
bus from Rotherham bus station (Stand Cl) at 11.45, returning from 
Museum at 14.00. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, Family £10 (max. 
two adults). Further details from: info@sytm.co.uk or Tel: 07852 
298082. Website: www.sytm.co.uk 


SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Swansea Bus Museum Santa Special. Three Santa Special vintage 
bus trips to the place where Santa lives and hands out presents! 

The location is a secret and getting there will be an unforgettable 
experience for both young and old alike. Check out our website: 
www.swanseabusmuseum.com for booking arrangements nearer the 
time. SAI Business Park, Langdon Road (East), Port Tennant, Swansea 
SAI 8QY. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 16/17 DECEMBER 
St Helens North West Museum of Road Transport Santa 
Weekend. Open 12.00-16.00. Come along and visit Santa in his 
grotto, have a go at the Christmas Quiz and a ride on our Christmas 
bus. The museum is near to St. Helens Central rail and bus stations 
Free car parking available nearby. Admission: Special prices, see leaflets 
or visit our website: www.nwmort.co.uk or Telephone: 01744 451681. 
North West Museum of Road Transport, The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall 
Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 


SATURDAY 30 DECEMBER 

Haywards Heath, Sussex. Mid-Sussex Transport Fair. Clair 
Hall, Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath RHI6 3DN. 10.00-15.00. 
Admission £1.50, accompanied U16 free. Close to Haywards Heath 
Railway Station and opposite former Southdown bus station. Buses, 
commercial vehicle and railway related items for sale including books, 
DVDs, ephemera, magazines, models, photographs, postcards, tickets 
and the like. Refreshments will be available. For further information 
please contact: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley BRI 3EU 
(SAE please). Telephone: 07932 812268. 



TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 



TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The specialist, expert Auction House for 

TRANSPORT 

COLLECTABLES & EPHEMERA 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination blinds, 
tickets & ticket machines, railway ana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturday 17 February & Sunday I July 2018 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Fast & friendly response to all enquiries 


Now taking entries for our February sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 



enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 

www.transportauctionslondon.com ^ 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon l£r 0 p] 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 


MUSEUMS 


Aldridge Transport Museum 
October 2017 Events 

Friday 13 th / Saturday 14 th ‘Beer and Buses’ 

In conjunction with The Rotary Club of Aldridge. 

See Website and Facebook for details and admission. 
Friday 13 th 19:00 to 22:30, Saturday 14 th 14:00 to 22:00 

Autumn Leaves Running Day 

Sunday 15 th Octobi 
Free Bus Services 
Classic Cars 
and the final session 
of ‘Beer and Buses’! 

Then on NOVEMBER 19 th its the 

Annual Collectors’ Fair 

Free Buses from Walsall on October 15 th and November 19 th . 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 

Running Day Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 
Normal admission charges to the Collectors’ Fair 

Updates on www.amrtm.org and Facebook 
01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 


AMRTM ' 



AicmiDGh ; 



X 


www.presbuspublishing.com 







































CELEBRATING THE FLEETS OF 12 BIG CITIES 




Over 116 pages, the second volume of 
Britain's Buses focuses on the buses of 12 
major UK cities outside London. These 
are Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Leeds, Sheffield, Nottingham, Newcastle, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Bristol, Cardiff and 
Belfast. 

In words and pictures - most of them in colour 
- this publication tells the stories of the often 
distinctive buses operated in these cities from 
the 1950s to the present day. It charts how 
all of them were once municipally controlled, 
either by departments of the city corporations 
or - in the unique case of Bristol - ran in a 
partnership between the corporation and the 
then state-owned city bus company. 


MAGAZINE 


FAIRFIELC 
A UOENSHA* 

ifiiTnu 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 

Birmingham - The city motto is Forward 
and its views on bus design were forward 
thinking 

Manchester - The Mancunian double- 
decker of 1968 set a standard that others 
tried to follow 


Newcastle - The city where the buses were 
yellow and the main roads were paved in red 

Glasgow - A tram city that was a late 
starter in establishing a municipal bus service 

Bristol - Where company buses were 
managed jointly with the city corporation 

AND MUCH MORE! 


A NEW SPECIAL PUBLICATION FROM KEY PUBLISHING 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM ' VHSmith AND ALL LEADING NEWSAGENTS 


JUST £6.99 


m) 


PLUS FREE P&P 


“Free 2nd dass P&P on all 
UK & BFPO orders. Overseas 
charges apply. 


958/17 


Free P&P* when you order online at 
www.keypublishing.com/shop 


Call UK: 01780 480404 
Overseas: +44 1780 480404 


Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm 











Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


MasterCard 



I I 


VISA 


i i 


^DELTA 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



WEST MIDLANDS PTE AND ITS 
SUCCESSORS 


COUNTRY COUSINS 


BRADFORD BUSES 


THE Tramways 
Wolverhampton 


rASTERMCOAGHWO) 


SUSSEX 

THE PASIL WILLIAMS STORY 


TROLLEYBUS DAYS IN 

Wolverhampton 


BRISTOL LODEKKAS 

STEPHEN DOWLE 


London Trolleybus 
Depots Part I 

H Taylor | Adam Gordon 
184 pages \ hbk 

£38.50 


West Midlands PTE 
and its Successors 

D. Cole | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


.L^ijgNi 




Country Cousins 

J Blake | Visions 
130 pages | sbk 

£18.95 


Bradford Buses 

K Jenkinson | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


The Tramways of 
Wolverhampton 

£ Challoner \ Trolleybooks 
240 pages | sbk 

£30.00 


Hants & Sussex 

A Lambert \ Bowden 
226 pages | hbk 

£40.00 


Trolleybus Days in 
Wolverhampton 

E. Challoner \ Trolleybooks 
108 pages | sbk 

£ 22.00 


Bristol Lodekkas 

S Dow/e | Amberley 


Advancing in a 
Forward Direction 

S J Brown \ Fawndoon 
192 pages \ hbk 

£45.00 


Streets of London 
Transport 

Mick Webber | Capital 
96pp | hbk 

£19.95 


Yorkshire Rider 
Buses 

Scott Poole | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Fnwlpi*c Travel 

TRAVEI 

i uwici 9 ii crvci 

G Mills | MW Publicatios 

84 pages | sbk 

£14.95 


aj£*i 


www.presbuspublishing.com 

































































CENTRAL SOUTH BUSES 


Co-Ahead 


CROSVILLE 

The NBCYears 


VOLVO AILSA 


WALLACE ARNOLD 
DAYS 


BET BUSES 


Come and visit our premises 

Customers are 

— welcome to view 

jfy • :i m mint-condition 


1 BRITAIN'S 1 

| ., | Olympic Hope . | 

«cs8 


Bi 

: * 



Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


We have limited stocks, so order 
now to avoid disappointment. 


TITLE PUBLISHER WAS NOW 


Alexander’s Buses 
AEC Buses since 1955 
AEC Regent V 

Badgerline 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Birmingham Buses Route by Route 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Bus Ancillary Vehicles 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2010 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 
Colours of the South Downs 
Cumberland Motor Services 
Crosville in Colour 1965-1986 

Dennis Dominator 

GNR (I) Road Motor Services 
Go-Ahead Group 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Lodekka Alternatives 

London’s Classic Buses 

London’s Night Buses Vol I 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

London Transport 1949-1974 

London Trolleybuses Black & White Album 

Looking Back at Independent Double-Deckers 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Lost Voices of London Trams 

Midland Red in NBC Days 
Midland Red Bus Garages 
North London Trams 

Potteries Motor Traction a Retrospective 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Prestige: Trent I 

Prestige: Trent 2 

Prestige: West Riding 2 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 
Super Prestige: Bury 
Super Prestige: Hull 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 

Super Prestige: Oldham 

Super Prestige: Portsmouth 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Trams: An Illustrated Anthology 

Volvo Ailsa 

Wallace Arnold Days 


Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12 .00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12 .00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Ian Allan 

£24.99 

£15 .00 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£8 .00 

Ian Allan 

£18.99 

£11 .00 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£3 .00 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£4 .00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Venture 

£15.00 

£9.00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Venture 

£30.00 

£18 .00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10 .00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Capital 

£16.95 

£11 .00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12 .00 

Capital 

£30.00 

£18 .00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14 .00 

Ian Allan 

£20.00 

£12 .00 

Ian Allan 

£30.00 

£20 .00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Venture 

£25.00 

£14 .00 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6 .00 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6.00 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6 .00 

Venture 

£8.99 

£6 .00 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£20.00 

£12 .00 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10 .00 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9 .00 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£5 .00 

Hale 

£50.00 

£25 .00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Ian Allan 

£16.99 

£10 .00 
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Order now for 


UK delivery 


We accept payment by credit/debit cards 
and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: 
Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green 
Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP 


° Presbus 


Call us on: 024 7661 6930 publishing 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 
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telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 





































Special 

Offer 


Take out a new 

B&CP subscription 

and receive a 
£25 voucher 
to spend 
with Presbus 
Publishing. 


i Presbus 

PUBLISH I HG 

Presbus Gift Voucher * 


BLACKPOOL 


fer ends 10.1.18 
is only open to 
f subscribers 


Use your voucher to buy books & DVDs. 
We have the largest selection of both 
available on the rally scene! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £55.20 □ 12 issues - Europe £81.20 □ 12 issues - ROW £91.20 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.80 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP207 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Debit / Credit Card 


For credit/debit card orders, please call 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.1.18 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

From time to time, Presbus Publishing may contact you with information or offers regarding subscriptions and other 
products. If you do not wish to receive such information or offers, then please tick the following box □ 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR 44^VdIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT V§^/ De b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—-=*£-■ 


-*Zr- 




The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 
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Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 December 2017 


Extras 

^ wide range of' 
coVVeCtab Refre' 

\ vehicles. Refre- 


i££3* «"tre 
er y 20 minutes 

e Corporation St 

r (stop J NU') at-' 

' 1030 and every . 
until 1630 j 


Christmas draws near and this is the 
event with opportunities to spend your 
money on transport memorabilia from 
books to models, photos to spare parts. 


EKOMlhrOl^ 


Greater Manchester 


Boyle Street 
Cheetham „ 
Manchester 
M88UW0 


We'll take you back 


Open every Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday, Bank Holiday* 

and every day in August - 10am to 4.30pm *except Christmas 

Admission charge applies 


Accompanied under 16 s visit free! 


motgm.uk 


TCC17-E-A-1017 























